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not wnto them. : 6 
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READER. "" '2 
Ake not occaſion b 

: Title of this - Te 
ther of apleafing or diſple 


Miſtake. - It ſpeakethy nap Al 
again any Conformity. t© 
lawful Commands of -l: 
Governours, in 0 HY 
Ecdleftaſtical.; but o 
2 Confolmiry. to: the Vi CeS'9 
the World; Which. Sith 
| be no offence, ta any. who. 
founceth nat. his Bapulngs 
_ we. all cena nee; oh 
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[# ; 'To the Reader, | 
World with the pomps and vani- 
F ties thereof, and all the ſinful 
Fro: of the fleſh ; promiling that 
© we will not follow or be led by 
E them. He underſtandeth” no- 
|-thing of Chriſtianity, who un- 
--gcrſtandeth not the enmity of 
the World, to alife of fincere 
Holineſs ; and how inconſji- 
Fent the Loveof the Worldis 
\{rorhe Love of God; and how }J 
Emuch the: Life and Death of 4-. 
Chriſt were interided. and fit- }. 
, bed, 'to'mortifie our earthly 
Ki lirids and Aﬀettioris, and to. ; 
_Fbri usto aholy/contempt-of | 
bt Pep. 20 Profirs; -and 
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Honour 1 


To he Reader. 
Honoursof the World: at &* 


a 


that it is the office of our Faith, * : 
; f to be our vidory ovagyi the} 
| World; andialkthis, in: the 3 


- | imitation and ſtrength of tim, ; 
- | who, hath heartned us tothe*? 
| F warr, with this m4 
> | ment , 'Be of goodcbeer, I #4 
overcome the World.” They th 
; | arenot Enemies to the'4 
of Chriſt , whoſe Goligi 
- their Belly , who:glory.me = 
I their ſhame, and mind: N F 
earthlyrhings, while they (A Arq; 
named Chriſtians ; are ery aft: 
ed to the-world, and the wall 
on OF checrolsnl : uk 
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k, . To the Reader. | 
| and their Political converſation 

is in Heaven. This Subjct you 

, willyfind bandled in this Dil- 

courſe, by the: Reverend Au- 

..thor, (my very. dear and wor- 

roy Friend ): with great plain- 

| neſs and perſpicuity , ina ſtile | 
þ- neither obſcure; dull ,.nor tedi- 

| "0s; *7and ina mold aunt and 

* ous Method ( in which re- 

| petal the Sermons that ever 

- Theard from. him, (whereof - 

* ſothe! were above thirty years | 

{ apo J did exccl other men's _). 

£58 Lord make it efteQually 

Þ lerviezable ro his Ends; -who 

1 156 himſelt for ourlin ns, __ on 

= - He : 


a LS {7 Hows pegs 


To the Reader TM 
he might deliver us from this 7 
FR preſent evil world, according | 


,. jo the will oky Four \ 
; Father. To w ry for--.. 
= | as KT eh 
_ | ever. Amen. Gal. 1.4, 5.4 
e | ; 
Sept. 14. "= 
: | 2668. "4 
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To the Vertuous and his mych Honout+ 
ed Couſins Mrs. Grace Allen, Wife to 
Mr. William Alen,Merchant : Mrs. 84 * 
rah Paunsfoot, Wite to Mr. Robert 
Paxnsfoot : Mrs. Heſter Brear-cliff, Wife - 
to Mr. Thomas Brear-cliff, Merchants 
all of the Cify of LONDON. 


Much Honouxed Couſins, . 2 

| T is not any Ambition to appedr in Prints -+ 
[ that hath induced me to this Untlere - } 
taking ; Only I could not handſowly des we 
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cline the Dedication of this Pafi 
Piece, and Preſenting it to your Hamds;'1 
bave ſo clear and unqueſti;onable d Right 
it, as will appear by the Sequel. ; >, 
you are not ignorant, :that it nas veils. © 
tended and deſigned for you by the: IN 

. Authir, ( now at Reſi with the Lord Þ'Þ 

Hear: Brother and mine Who, bad 

wot brew prevented by Death ) had 6 

Bo © > - > OO. 9 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Printing of this Book procraſtinated beyowd 
bis Exped ation, and being dayly ſenſible of 
his near approaching and long expeded. 
Change, it was his deſire that I would un- 
dertake it in his behalf, and indeed it was 
one of the lait requets be made to me before 
he left the World.I doubt not then,but what I 
have done berein, will be well conſtrued and 
kindly accepted,when it is dpne in purſuance 
of ſo honeſt a Deſign.&* to gratifie the juſt &- 
"reaſonable Deſire of ſo near and dear a Rela- 
tian, who( on his Death-bed) bequeath'd 
this Legacy as 4 Teſtimony of his unfeigned 
Brotherly-Love, and Memorial of his real 
Gratitude to you his dear Dear 8iſters, who 
had not been forgetſul of him, but oft re- 
lieved and refreſhed him by your Kind and 
Chriſtian-like Viſits, in bis Low aud Lan- © 
guiſhing Condition. 

. ..As for the Subjet of the following Diſ- 
courſe, Tonwill eaſily grant, it is very ſea- 
 ſonable and needful as for all Times, ſoeſpe- 
+ eially theſe laft and worſt Times, whertin.' 
Worldlineſs ſo much prevails & gets groundl © 
of Godlineſt even in the Hearts and Liver + 
of. thoſe that -cal! themſelves Chriſtians, 
+ whereas did they truly anſwer the Name 
- they beav; what would it ſpeakelſe, but theie 
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fl. trdeſitory State of all things here. belame 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
Conformity to Chriſt, and not 10the World+> - 
The Words of the Apollle, 1 Cor. 7.29. 

30, 31. deſerve ſeriouſly to be taken, and 
laid to heart by every Chriſtian ; Where, to 
take ns off the extreams of Joy and Sorrow 
in the Poſſe|ſing, or Parting with Earthly Re» 
lations, and Worldly Comforts, he tells us, 
The faſhion of this World pafleth aways 

and yet notwithſtanding, how do we find 
by Woful Experience,the Hearts of togewany. | 
drawn away and enticed through the Pre> 

dominancy of Worldly Luſts, that th# 

3s their chiefeſt [iudy how to keep in with the * 
World by Faſhioning and Conforming the : 
dayly AFions of their Live# according te. : 
the Rules. and Patterns of it? And herein, 
how do they ſeek to out-uye and out:ftripeach X 
other with ſo great Emnlation and Conte» | 
tion ( when their Lives and the World ave Þ 
haitning to an end ) as if it were their 
higheſt Ambition to live and dye the Werld's ' 

Favorites ' But, certainly if there were. 4 J 
through and ſound Belief of 4 Lift and 
World to come, after this preſent frail aaa 


hew wonld it turn the Stream and Current] 
J of Mens. Thoughts ond Afſedions, and bave 
# | « powerfol Infivence on their Lives ang Com 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. /"— 
* Bleſſing with a continual watering ) budded \_ 
| and brought forth ſeaſonable and wholeſons 
| Fruit for the Comfort and Refreſhing of o- 
'#bers, which hath occaſtoned (no doubt) the 
"Thanks -eiving of many to God on your be- 
half. And if God hath given you, ( with 
#large and plentiful Eſtate ) a large Heart © 
and open Hand to do good, it is a double 
"Bleſſing, and lays a double Obligation wpox 
you to be thankful. 
- Now becauſe the beſt Chriitians need day-' | 
| by Monitors to warn them of Dangers, and | 
80 awaken them to Duty and the continual 
E. Exerciſe of their Graces; give me leave as 
# faithful Friend to beſeech you to keep in 
LE nemembrance, and ſeriouſly to ponder what 
the Apoſile writes to Timothy (1 Tim. 6. 
£17\ 18,19.) The more Splendid your ont- 
ward Condition is, the greater is the Dan- 
'ger you are expoſed unto, from the Tempta= 
tations of a Smiling © Flattering World, ©: 
T hich being masked ". verled, are not eaſily 
Ekvown and diſcovered; which if theywere, | 
would more eaſily be refiſied, and were no- 
thing ſo dangerous. They that by Experience - 
Arrow what a tempting thing Worldly © 
EF Grandeur 3s,. and have any acqhugintance. 
we Wavirb their own hearts, haw apdaiey areto. © 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. ; 


Worldly; and from this very Conſtderation 
(2 Pet. 3. 11. ) the Apoſtle argues ſtrongly 
for a Holy and Godly 'Converſation, and 
nof a Worldly Conformity. But our Saviour 
himfelf hath foretold us '( and therefore we 
may and muſt believe it ) that towards the 
end of the World it will be a rare thing to 
find true Faith, (Luk. 18.3.) that Vido- 
owes Grace which, $t. John tells us.(1 Joh. 
5-4.) overcometh the World and the Luſts 
Fberedf. 
« But '( dear Couſtns ) Tam perſwaded bet- 
ter things of you, and ſuch as accompany 
Salvation. You have been happy"above na- 
my, 19 reſpect of your Faucation, having 
been acquainted with Sound Prinoiples of 
| Gvdlineſs from jour tender jears, through 
* the Care and Diliz:nce of your Religions 
' Parents, Ard althoush there are too ma- 
ny to be found in theſe tiztes, between whoſe 
Prixciples and Prafices there is little or no 
Conformity, but the one is rather a plain 


4 p 

| 

' wever be found in that number : for that 
1 precious 82ed of good Principles which ws 
pJown in your Minority, was not ( #tſeems). 
burned and loſt, but bith (through Gods 


| 4 
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* Derſations, to make them more Godly,C* leſs 


Confutation of the other ;, I hope you will 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

Bleſſing with « continual watering ) budded 
and brought forth ſeaſonable and wholeſons 
Fruit for the Comfort and Refreſhing of o- 
thers, which hath occaſioned (no doubt) the 
Thanks -giving of many to God on your be- 
half. And if God hath given you, ( with 


a large and plentiful Eſtate) a large Heart ' + 


and open Hand to do good, it is a double 
Bleſſing, and lays a double Obligation who 
Jon to be thankful. pb 3200 
Now becauſe the beſt Chriitians need day-' 
ly Monitors to warn them of Dangers, an 
to awaken them to Duty and the continual 
Exerciſe of their Graces; give me leave as 
a faithful Friend to beſeech you to keep in 


remembrance, and-ſeriouſly to ponder what 


the Apoſtle writes to Timothy ( 1 Tim. 6. 
I7418,19.) The more Splendid your ont- 


ward Condition is, the greater is the Dan- | 


cer you are expoſed unto, from the Tempta- 


tations of a Smiling &- Flattering World, \ 
which being masked &- verled, are not eaſily  ; 
known and diſcovered : which if theywere ; F5Y 
would more eaſily be refiſted, and were no- * 


thing ſo dangerous. They that by Experience 
know what a tempting thing orldly % 


Grandeur is, and have any 
with their own hearts, Haw 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


| betahen withit, cannotbut ackhowlede,. if 
is none of the eaſieſt Points of that difficult 
Duty of Chriſtian Self-denial, for thoſe 
hat have arrived at the Haven of Worldly 
hopes, to keep their Hearts humble from be- 
ing Oe up with Self-admiring thoughts, 
when#heir outward Greatneſs and Splendor 
invites others to applaud and admire them. 
' dndindeed if will put the Faith of Chriſti- 
ans to the greateſt Streſs, and prove not anly 
the Truth but the Strength thereof,, when, in 
the midſt of Worldly Enjoyments, they can 
laok above them to bigher and better; and in 
the midſt of Worldly Greatneſs, can live a- 
bove it in the Soul-raviſhing View off Hea- 
vealy Glory. It muſt needs be then a Mercy 
worth the aching, and a Leſſon worth the 
learning, to have our Hearts looſed from 
all outward Comforts before Hand. and to 
leave and part with-them in afiedi on, be- 
fore we are called to part with them indeed, 


Mi ( fe eing iherewill bea time of parting and 


we. ez,joy them on no other, but partine- 
terms ) andihen, whenſoever they are ta- 
ken from us, or we from them, tbe trouble 
of parting will net be great. But to detain 
| you no longer with an Epiſile 5 As concerns 
 angtbe Author of the enſuing Sermons, ib. / 

"mn VF; : . Bf 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


is needleſs for me to write any thing to you . 


who were ſo nearly related and ſo familiarly 
acquainted with him, to whuia (IT doubt 
not ) his Memory is and will be precions 5 
and that true Love, and - eſteem you al- 
ways had for bis publick, and profitgſ®La» 
nk is oe Fote cones of this 
PraFical Piece to-your Serions Peruſalwhich 
T hope and beartily wiſh ( through the Bleſ- 


ſing of God) may prove advantagions to- 


preſerve you from Worldlineſs, and for the 
promoting the power of Godlineſs in your 
Hearts and Lives, that you may dayly ſtrive 
after a nearer and cloſer Confuzgpity #0 
Chriſftyour Heavenly Pattern in aÞ bis Im i= 
table Graces ;, then ſhall you have yb'eanſe to 
repent the reading, but rejoyce and bleſs 
God, that by his geod_ Providence it is 
brought forth to publick View, wherein the 
Author, (thoughMlead ) yet ſpeaketh. 


Your moſt AﬀeCtionate Kinſman 


in any Service of Chriſtian 
Love to be commanded, 


STEPH. BAXTER, 
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T* words of the onal wendy hes | 


of Connſel;Caution,Communh 'P!T. 2 
Her e conſidered as 4 Probibitive Pres J 
| cept, 1 The Ad forbidden, - ibid. 7 
2 \The 0bjefF towhiob it. hath relation) 2 
= is not $0 ee Not liv? No +#he-7 
. Al uſeng 1d, All converſt | 
hs 7 my ure, ' | 
Two things forbidden reChriftiancim! 
. $0 the. wondd, AﬀeFion, Init ys 
Do. It js the; duty of Chriſtiaves to by 


conformilts to this world, er 7 

1. Explication. Two ces end, 1.hat* | 
3 meant by the world, its F ys 
Here, meant the Family,” ** 4; 


Five Reaſons, why the worſt f the 
'' called the World, 
2.; What Fs to be a Nonconſorm 


-#Forld,.. 
s croformpily ” "the wut þ 
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"8 4 b WM 
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 _ The Contents, 
| In, 1 Approbationy 3 Imitation, 9 
Iherein '4a Nonconformity flexds; In 
Judgment, AﬀeF ion, Converſation, 10,11 
Not conforming to the World's Rules, Exams 
- ne; BOS I2 
2 Cooficmation. 1 Re aſous ingengral.what 
a Obriftian is 1 Called from... 2 Cdlledto: 
1 Holineſs, 2 Happineſs, 13,1 4,15 
' &» Reaſons in perticular: 1 Conformity to 
W . God.aud the Herd, Cannol £euhs , I6 
| 2 This #ferld is one of aChriſtiav ralcclared 
|. Enemies, EIA | 17 
3 Chriſtiens are. predeſiinated. ta euother 
f «Conformity, | S | i. 
. $Zbat was 4 Chriſtian's Ewie before cogber- 
+ cou, cannot be\ efter, EDIT ICE | © 
\ $:Ave ind of Chrift's living on Farth, was 
LC Fogipe. ww au Example to conform to, ib, 
"6:4f:44 Debeſernent 10 « Chriſttew, to. be 4 
-« Conformilt 19 this World, 1 18 
3 | — | > ery all con4 
« foretty to this War! unloexwful ©. 1 
: rae diſtings'ſhed tato' ; 
--iCavil I | Cat tal 19: 
> Stnful, | yt 28 
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 fpice given concerning Doubtful Coufor- 
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4 Application. 1 Toformation: 1'#6at i * 
the CharaBFer of .atywe Chriſtian, 933 : 
What to judg of thoſe-who are —_ ] 
miſts zo this World, 
3 Why Nonconformiſts to thir word ref 4 
much hated, | 
Exhortation. Three things handled, ' 
1 The chirf Cauſes of « Conformity, el 
I Slawifh fear of the World's frown, 41 b 
2 Sinful love of the World s favours, IÞ, , 
Fonr things ner naturally afſett, 
1 To be thought ſome-body in the world 42 
2 To be free fromthe world's hatred, ibs 
3 To have company in their way, "43 -: 
4 To have Elbow-room. 44 
2. Diſcoveries , whether we are Noncous 4 
formiſts 2orhis world, ; 
By being unlike the world, © 50"; 
By betng Conformilts 0 ' another." 
world, 507 
Enquiries herenpon made, | 
General, 
Particular, er 
I General Enquiry, What conformity to thoſe. 
in Heawer ? 50” 
Queſt. ho are in Heaven £ | Y 
Anlw, God. WY 
Chriſs, 30>, 4g 
S Angels, ba. 


' The Spirits of juſt men madeperfet ,' ibs 
Trials of -our conforming to God in our 


Judging, | SI 


The. Contents. | 


+ AﬀeSing, Br 1b, 

Conformity to Chriſt in 

'  Sufſerings, 53 
Sandity,. 55 


To Angels: In doing the will of God on 


Earth, as they in Heaven © That ſbewed in 


9 


FF} Directions, that we may be Noncon- 
-  tormilts #0 this world, | 65 


_"frue particulars, | gy 
To the Spirits of jujt men + That ſhew'd in 


+» two particulars, 60 
2. Particular Queries, 

. I What Language do you ſpeak ? 62 

- ,2 What Life do you live £ 1b. 

3 What Works do you do? | 1b. 

4 What things do you moſt look after? 63 

; $5 What world do you moſt provide for?ib- 

.. 6 What world do you account your home? 

"i ibid. 

2 What Trtereſt do you moſs rejoice in? 64 


From what world do you fetch all your 
comfort? 1b, 
What Promiſes do you moſt prize? 1b. 


; % zO How do yot do the Civil buſineſſes of this 


life-? 
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Flops 
| The gain and loſs of Not- ds to the 


The Contents; ""M 
are both worlds together, ib... 
Both worlds compared in (even particu- | 
lars, | 65,407 | 
The neſt ion put upon this compariſon Which 
world is moſt worthy of our conformity)723 
2 Compare together the loſs of conformi : 
the gain of Not- conforming, ©; g 
The gain and loſs of Contormity , compar. 9 
red, 


world,. compared, 
What a Nonconformilt to the world gains. | 
1 A good report from godly men, ” 3 
2 A good report from God himſelf, - 8a * 
That thoſe VVorthies (mentioned He te 
lived and dyed Nonconformilts 
world, 
3 Compare together the Rules and Ex | 
of the Word, and of the World, | oy 
Upon comparing them , three things com- 
ſedered : 2.2 


1 Which moſt worthy of our or 


2 To which we are moſt engaged to © 
form,” 


3 & conforming to which, they will v: 
op advantaged, 


| The Codtents, 
» Which are moſt worthy of our conformity: 
An examination of the world's Rules for 
Judging, PradGice, found to be o—_ 
2 
An - £— £0 of the world's Patterns and 
Examples, andthey _ tobe ſuch, 2g 
An examination of the Rnles of the Word, 
and they found to be holy þ. pure, IÞ. 
Rnles far Judging, Three, 85 
Rules for PraGice, Five, 86 
Am examination of the Patterns and Ex- 
. - ataples of the Word, gy 
_ 'fn ObjeHion againſt Scriptare-Examples, 
| od; in twothings, 91 
-\'The rejult of this Compariſon 3 ; and the Knles 
and Examples of the Word found to be 
4 More high, 83 
'2 Hore holy, | 389 
- 3 Having hetrer and higher approbation than 
E;-- #hoſe of the world, 93 
' Queſt. By whom they are approved? IÞ. 
 #y Godbimfſelf, 1b, 


% 
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By roof that are godly, 94 
© "One day by all, both good and bed, Ib. 
4 Boi? /a afe for Eternity, 95 


5 becoming a Chriſtian's Calling, þ 
"fe wn, Spirit, 


r doit Conjolative, ” 
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The Contents. "A 

7 A conformity to them, a Chriſtian's wiſe © 
dom, co. 5 

2 To which we are moit obliged to conform, © 
God, or the VVorld. 102+ 
Qu. YVVhich hath done mot for you? 103 
VVhich can do mot for you? 103 

2 By conforming to which, we ſhall be moſF- 
advantaged, ib, *: 
Two things enquired into , VVhich promiſeth - 
moit 2 VVhich threatneth moſf? %8&104. 
The Motives wrapped up in the —— 
I | 

Eleven particular Dire@ions, that Chrifti» © 
ans may be Noncontormilſts' zo this | 
world, IO6, fo the end. 
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NON-CON FORMITY | 


Commanded and Commended. 


Rom. 12. V.2. 
| And be not conformed to this world. 


HE words conſidered. in Fg 

ſelves, are either: . .of > 

Counſel , i{luing from the 2 by 

{tle's Wiſdom; or - we 

Cantion, illuing from the 'Ap 
and Love; or words of Command , i * 
Ing from the Apoſtle's Authority: Ke -— S 
confers to this world. ES 

e will coalider them as a probes 

No ISeroin we have _ *: $ 
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. A NONCONFORMITY 
2,” The Object to which it hath rela- 
tion, and that is, to zh3s world. t 
And mark, it's faid, to this World, 
mT 41911 767, not tothe world, but to this 
world. The Greek word taken {trictly, 
' Ggnifies the preſent Age of the world: fo 
as if the Apoſtle ſhould ſay, Be not con- 
formed to this Age; intimating, that It was 
.. an Age wherein Sin and Corruption did © 
more abound. But we ſhall take it more || 
largely; fo, this World, as diſtinguiſhed 
* from-another World. There is the World 
- thatnow is,and the World that is to come. 
» It'sfaid of Demas, That he embraced this 
” preſent world. $0 the thing forbidden, is 
'not being in the world , nor uſing of the 
-- world, nor all converſe with the men of 
"#3; world; but it is conformity to this world 
.;\that is forbid. 
"H »- There ire two great things the Scrip-? 
We ture forbids us, in relation to the world : 
IS "0; Aﬀeting of it, Love not the world. 
£5 >. Tmitating of it, and conforming 
=, tots ſo here, Be not conformeg to | 
" "A this world. 
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Commanded aud Commended. 

” th handling of it, we ſhall ſpeak co four + 
things: 

1. The Explication. | 

2. The Confirmation. "i 

3. The Vindication. 

4. The Application. | 

For Explication; ſo two things come 

to be opened : 6 

s TI, What is 'meant by the world -tG. 

which Chriſtians -are not to con! ; Y 

orm. " 8 

Il. What is meant by being a Now" : 

Conſormiſt to this world. ; | E 

I What is meant by » the world - thats 

Chriſtians are not to conform to. To- a 5h 

pals the ſeveral acceptions of the | 

in Scripture, It may be utiderſtood eithex! 

of the Frame or Family of the World;** 

1. For the Frame; fo for what . 

world conſiſts of ; ſo for the Heavens ghd 

Earth, and the things contained in therng©*z 

Heb. 1.2, By whom alſo be me N work F 

So it is 5 NOT here underſtood; EE pe: 1 


4 NONCONFORMITY. fF 
, Lis. 19. The worldlieth in wickedneſs. 
| here by the world is not underſtood the 
Frame, but the Family and men of the 
world; who by a ſpecial appellation in 
Scripture are (tiled the wen of the world, 
Pal 17.14. and the children of this world, 
Luke 16.8. 
And the reaſons why they are called the 
world. are theſe. s 
I. The worſt are the moſt of the world, 
they take up moſt room in the world ; the. 
Godly are a little Flock. Who can num- 
ber the duit of Atheiſts,Swearers,Drunk- 
ards, Sabbath-breakers , Covetous, Pro- 
phane ?' How few are thoſe that. fear an 
Oath, to thoſe that ſwear? How few are 
thoſe that ſanctifie a Sabbath, to thoſe that 
+ propbane it 2 How few are thoſe that call 
= upon the Name of the Lord, to thoſe that 
- blaſpheme his Name? . How tew ure thofe 
- that fear God, to thoſe that fear him 
Woe. - 

»—2...The worſt are for the moſt part the 
2 greateſt of theworld, they are the moſt 
| © Fouriſhing part of, and people' in the 
# world; and they are the world's own=. 
| Hogs ,. whom the world loves, as our Sas 
© viour faith, 7b world wil (ove 65 ow. 
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F.. Commanded and Commediled. 2 
They are the Diamonds of the world,and _ 4 
the godly are but the Pebbles, They are 
the perſons in eſteem, when the godly ate” 
accounted the migmalequare , off-icowring...- 
1d, | of the world. They aze the men that 
have moſt worldly wiſdom, moſt worldly” 
wealth, moſt worldly Konour, and there- : 
fore called the world. 2 
3. The gporſtvre called the world m | 
| regard of afQior; they love the world, 
he . and the things SfChe world. They favour : 
M- } the things of the world, and vow otiind 
K- world ; they ſmell of the world, eng : 
0” {| garments did of the Field. The ying 


7 


al 3 Unum  quodque ilud eſt guod amat 5 every . 
Te 4 thing is that it loves. Aﬀections work g* 
x7 change, eſpecially that of 'Jove, whicttia,, 
a a manner changes one into the” perſon Of» -. 


© | thingloved. Hence iv is the worltaxe eal>... 
"© | ledthe world, ? F773 
__ 4. The worſt are calle the world; 
' reſpett of Converſation z, theyars carwels;; 
* | -converſatione Mundo dediti, as un Expos 
tor faith, they are Rn, addi t *tg..: 
and; & theworl 7-7 
the. } 4" trom which, and th 
i te at ; they riſe-no' £ 
Reon hg Ns che world "iv 
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2,00. this accountthe worſt; ate talled *t Z 
world; and this is chat: world; that is | 


f 


converſation is not in Heaven; they do 


+ .all carnally; fo they eat, and fo th 


drink; fo they live, and ſo they dye; ant 


_.thereforecalled the world. 


5. The worſt are called the world, Be- 
cauſe they are all for the world; for the 
Riches, and Pleaſures, and Profits , and 
Vanities of this preſent world. If they 
can have but thole things, they care for 
no more. They make the wÞrld their reſt; 


.they muſt have the' thing$ bf the world, 
" .Or elſe they dye. Give themthe things of 


the world, and-it ſufficeth. The things of 


þ -  angther world, they mind not,they defrre 


not, they ſeek not after. What they look 


>, after and covet, lies below. As the Duke 
*, if Alva, when he was asked by the King 
-16f F#ance, Whether he had ſeen ai great 
'. Eclipſe; that was of the Sun? Replied, 


That he had ſo much to do on Earth, that 


> ;becould not/have while. to look up to 
x2 Heaven, Se it is with theſeg:a Portion m 
© his life, and in this world, is the highelſt 

IF 


Jatheir eſteem; as that prophave Duke of 


Jon ſaid ; He preferr'd his:;part/in Pa- 
&£ before his part in Paradjre;vrfind (F 


4 


o . . "4 +#+ 
es ” F* > g & '« 
, wy .* . F 


i. + 


F 1 
| T2 wyy p » 
. SG 
, *F s 4 A A; 


\ 


Commended and Commeneſd. © X 
chiefly megat, to which Chriltiats are t to.” 


be Non-conformiſts. 
| So much for the fir(t, 


Pe. YI. Conſider, What it is to bea Non- 
the form to the warld : lo, in handling that, 
ind | we [ball do two things : +; 
1ey . Shew you wherein Conformity to the. 
for world ſtands. os 
oſt; 2. Wherein Nonconformity ſtands; cod 
Id, | {0 ſhall ſhew you what it isto bea regs 5 
of | miſt and a Nowconformiſt to this world. | 
of The words in the Original are ws —_— c 
Tre | eTiGeds, which Beza renders the C en. 
ok | mini, Be not ns tothe world. Sor 
ke | render them ( and fo the /ulgar);Nolzte eatge::r” 
ng | formari, Be not conformed, as here in' ;the*# 
at | Text. The words may be rendered, Be* 
d, | not fienredor faſbioued according gn. 
at | world, 1Pet.1.:14. Not. faſhi | 
to | ſelves, Ke, where the word s the sf 
in | the Original, withthat in the. Text... Has 3 
{t | ving done | this , I now come to New? 
T1 wherein: F #50 
;- | © 1. Conformity Ny world t w 
Conformit 7. ſuppoſeth* and opti: "i 
| yay tterd* to which one doth; conform. 

| hat is Cenfororit but. a wall | 
y ; £50: os \ " + 
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'$L A NONCONFORAMITY © 
: working by a Rule or Pattern, out of a 
/{tudy and defireto imitate it? So confor- | m 
ity to Chriſtſtands in the imitating and I ar 
following the Pattern that Chriſt hath left | tt 
us, and writing after the Copy he hath gi- I] t! 
venus; treading in his ſteps, 1 Pet. 2.21. || tl 
Leaving us anexample, that we ſhould fol- }| |} 
low his fteps. Socontormity to theworld | b 
ſtands in treading in the world's ſteps, 
= writing after the world's Copy, follow- || þ 
mg the world's example. Fhe world || t 
| 
{ 
| 


J 


! 


- Hath its Tables, which it hangs forth for a 
pattern of Conformity to others. It hath 
- ns Samplers, wherein is a deſcription of 
- its aCtions, for the imitation of others. 
*. There is a Scheme and Figure of the 
. * world, aecording to which it wonld have 
. all to-falhion themſelves. It knows that 
 mangs (wer purer, a Creature that isapt 
+ toimitate, who will be working according 
to fome Pattern or other; and therefore 
+-Dath irs Patterns of all ſorts, which it 
kangs forth to gain his Conformity. So 
- then there are two things that make up 
+ conformity tothe world, and that make 
- a man-a Conformiſt to the world. 18 
C0 &+ Approbatior. 04% 47 
"2, Imitation, 
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.Commanded and Commended, < 
1. Approbation, when a man in his judg- 
ment approves of the worlds Principles, * 
and PraCtiſes, congluding that beſt that -* 
the molt of the world ſay and do; That 
the world's way of worſhipping God, is: 
the beſt wayz That the world's way-to + 
Heaven isthe eaſieſt way, and therefore to ©? 
be choſen. | | =_— 
2. Imitation: This follows upon Ap= 
probation ; He likes the Copy, and theres 
tore relolves to write after it. He likes the 
Pattern, and reſolves to imitate it. As 
is in writing, we firſt Jook on it, and like | 
the Hand-writing, and then there is a ta+ -5 


king of Pen as to write like it. . Ins 


word, Confqarming to the World ſtandsig' 1 
this, When'WMan is inwardly and , outs 
wardly , not what God, but the world: 
would have him to be. When a ' many *} 
judgeth as the world judgetly; <hinks as 
the world thinks, ſpeaks as ithe world 
ſpeaks, acts as the world atts, laveth-as. : 
the world Joveth, delights as thet works? 
delights, hates as the world hates,” VV tens 
a man's carriage and difpotition:1s/ Shen 
the ſame with the men of . the. waurkhs” 
when. a'man maketh the rule of his te ro). 
bethe finful Manners, Cuftams, ad (EBay 
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"ro A NONCONFORMITTY. | 
amples of the world, and falves all with 
worldly dittintions and limitations. 


IT. What Nonconformity tothe World 
1s, and whatit isto be a Nonconformiſt to 
the World. 

| Nonconformity to the World conliſts of 
thee things : | 

. I. A Noenconformity to the World in 
Judgment. He that is a Nonconformiſt to 
the world, muſt judg of things otherways 
than the world doth, The world calls 
evil good, and good evil; the world puts 
darkneſs for light, and light for darknels; 
the world thinks the ways. of God une- 
qual, the ſervice oft God 'burthenſome, 
-_ the Servants of God fools the Miniſters 
. of God illiterate Dunces, Religzon it ſelf 
- rational : It thinks Holinefs lingularitys 
-- and ſtricneſs and preciſencls in the ways 


+ thinks great (ins little ones, and little fins 
; tobe none at all. It thinks 'Repentance 
W- nod Salvation to be the eaſieſt things in 
che world', and that the way to Heaven 
= not{fo hard as the Scripture makes its 
E What a low opinion. hath the world of 
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of God, to be teolilh ſcrupulotities. It 


- ho, judging it-aot to be ſo evil as it is? 


ads 


Commanded 6d Conan ded. .*42 "2 


What a low opinion hath the world of . 
Grace, thinking it not to be ſo excellent / 
asitis? What a low opinion hath the ©; 
rid | World of Chriſt ; thinking him not tobe © 
Of ſoneceſlary, amiable, and deſirable, as he 3 
1s? Whata low opinion hath the world. : 
of | of Heavenly things, and the great thi 
; of Eternity, thinking them not to be of 4 
n that everlaſting concernment as they are? _ 
to Whit a low opinion have they of the 3 
ys | Saitts of God, thinking them not to he } 
Is ſo excellent and uſeful as they. are? What : 
" a low opinion have'they of Religions } 
$3 Duties and Ordinances, thinkmg thetn : 
not to be ſo necetfary , ſweet, and'hbg- J 
* venly , as they are? So this | is the: figft,? 
's thing, Wherein 4 Chriſtian wto be 2 Now! 
t conformiſt to this World , In poige of: 
'5 Jndermoent. He muſt judg of things others; 
ways thanthe World judgeth:; 9] 
2. A Chrittianmuſt be a Novconfor 4 
to the World, inrefpet of «cr 
muſt have his Aﬀections ſer: ''E 
objects than thoſe things theiatteQtons '« 
wotldly men ate tet upon 5/he- mult} 
-untike the world in his 0167 Dig 
' delight, The World loves"autht bhi 
Fonts likenr {36 xoue but eh 101t'1 
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it eſpieth its own conditions and diſpoſiti- 
-Ons; he muſt be unlike the world in his 
._- forrow, grief, and mourning, which is for 
- worldly crofles, not for {1n; it mourns 
” - more tfor,the Effect, than the Cauſe. The 
'AﬀeRions of the World run with a byals 
F-- towards the World; they are all edged 
- and pointed downwards; they always 
face ſome Worldly Object. And in this 
particular a Chriſtian 1s to be a Nowcon- 
| formiſt tothe World, 
| 3. A Chriſtian muſt be a Nonconformiſt 
to the World in reſpe&t of Pra#ice. A 


1 F112 A NONCONFORMITYT 
1 
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. he muſt not-contorm to the World in re- 
| ; ped or its 
8 | Rules, 
; Examples. 
- He muſt not walk by the Rules the World 
walks by : He piuſt not imitate the ſame 
"Patterns : the lite of a Chriſtian muſt be 
2 liſeordered by the Rales and Examples 
+of the Word, not of the World. His 
uopic: ſrom which he aQs , his Rules 
4 Precepts by which he acts » and his 
for which he afts, mult be higher 
anthe World. 


Andi much for the Explicati od.; 
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Chriſtian muſt not do asthe World doth; | 
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Commanded and Commended. WE. 
Il. For the Confirmation of the truth ©, * 
of the Doctrine : So conſider the grounds! -: 
and reaſons, W hy Chriſtians mult be Nows+..7 
conformiſts to the World. Be. 
Firſt, They are to,be Nonconformiſts to 
the world in reſpect of their Calling. A* 7; 
Chriſtian's Calling, and his Conformityta'* 2} 
the world, cannot conſiſt nor ſtand toges*? 
ther. To make this out, conltder "i 
I. Whata Chriſtian is called from.” 3 

2. What a Chriſtian is called to« > + 

1. What a Chrittian is called from. He": 

is called from the world,, he is called out'5 
of the world; and (o he iscalled from-a” 
conformity to the world:: John 15. 19."##7 
have choſen you out of the world. The”: 
Church is deſcribed to be - a compayy::6ft 2 
faithful ones, choſen and called-out of; 
the world .Now,W hat is this calling owes” 
of the world? Ir is not calling them from?” 
living in the world, It is not calling thems?; 
from uſing of the world 5 it 1s not callangz; 
them from all converling with: the worlds 
but it is a calling them from conforming tthz! 
the world, Rev. 18.4. Come, owt of ber my 
people; (4, e.) Have nothing tado-with Bes 
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world 1 2c, 2c. Wy - þ Jo. 
| I. TEs mari lieth 1n BI ae 9n s r 
12 Ac 2 Bcalr 2 12s OA Gum, ann =3h, 
| Conormnmg to 15: world, = beicgtach 
| the world, 20% bearing rhe image of oh 
mer ; and o ic is to bear the imzged 
- thar rh is unto! 7 and wi tan. A Cart 
fan 1 c2Hied to Lox another image: hes 
Lealicd 15 be like God. But anne con bear 
/ thc Imazc of Got. and the _—_ ot rhe 
 worid too, God t waaattely bolys 20d be 
Chat will be like to a holy God , mult be 
- 0m an unboiy world : Jae. 1. 27.n5 
METE Wade ONE part of thai Religion that. 
eve x6 2 pe undehled. F or « men” 
uu dhux noms of the worlds: 
"7 oy t the world is a befpatuy 
d dchiing thing. 2 Pe#. 2.20, WE 
if the pollutions of the world. -If hy 
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look upon that Scheam and Fj he ce ofebs . 
world that St. John bath drawn, 1 Joh. 2 
"Y 16. you will find, whatever is in-the+ } 
> SM world, is all luſt. So Tir. 2,12.. weread LS 
wy of worldly luſts. And if you will fee” 
| BE what the way, and courſe, and practice of? 
"35. {be world is, you have ..it in I Per. 4.3. exw$ 
Ke cls of Riot. Drunkenneſs,Revelling. ed, 5 
the Þ So then it cannot be, that a Chriſtian's bes 
Job. ing called to holinefs , can confilt with a” F 
3 © F conforming to this world. -+.40,J 
a, 2. Chriſtians are called to Glory. Ag? 
xc F to Holineſs, ſoto Happineſs. Now--cal-» 
tz F ling to glory, and conforming to the 
world , cannot ſtand together. '- Frov.'1 5. 7 
24. The way of life is above to the wiſe. | 
That way that leads to glory ,' Iycsabeve.; 
the world. Thoſe Principles from which +3 
a mah a&s, thoſe R ules by which a mary } 
as, and thoſe Ends for which a manadts, '! 
that afts for Heaven, and ſecks for Glory : 
and Immortality , are all higher Piven | 
ples, 'Rules; and Ends , that WRoIwe: th 
world, and far above them. The: bi 
way will never bring a man toglot | 
may bring a man'to worldly Honour 
Preferment, but will never monnt a: 
to the nit nee of the DO of it 
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"3& A NONCONFORMITY 
. '*2, Conſider what Chriſtians are called 
to, 2 Pet. 1.3. they are ſaid tobe called to 
Glory and Yertwe. Chriſtians are called to 
: Holineſs and Happineſs. And upon this 
account he muſt not be a Contormilt to 
this world. | 
1, Heiscalled to Holinets, 1 Pet. 1.15, 
16. Be ye boly. Now Holineſs confilteth 
not with contorming to the world ;- the 
world is unclean, impure, unholy ; 1 Joh. 
 $. 19: The world lieth in wickedneſs, it 
lies like a Reaſt in its own dung and filth. 
Contorming to the world, is being like 
the world, and bearing the image of «the 
world; and (o it is to bear the imageol 
; that that isunhboly and unclean. A Chri- 
:MNtian' 1s called to bear another image;' he is 
*eablled to be like God. But none can bt ar 
"the Image of God, and the Image of the 
Avozld too. God is infinitely holy; and he 
"that will be like to a holy God , muſt be 
kuplike an unboly world ; Jaz. 1. 27. it is 
\thy IC made one part of that Rel 1910n that 
Sky .tobe pure and undehiled, For mar 


We. b31ſelf nnſpotted of the world: 


pd dctiling thing. 2 Pet; 2. 20. we Tead. 
Bf the pollutions of the- world, If. you 


SBch ſhews that the world is a belpotting \ 


. = 
| : 
" Y 
_ ” ». 
: & + _— ” 
0 + 


F' & to the oc terre? of the things ey 


"to 
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look upon that Scheam and Figure reofets y 
world that St. Joh: hath drawn, 1 d; x Job. % 
16, you will find, whateyer 1s In the” 
world, is all luſt. So Tz. 2, 12.. weread *: 
of worldly luſts. And if you will ſee” © 
what the way, and courſe, and practice of 
the world is, you have-it in I Per. 4.3. exwÞ 
ceſs of Riot. DrunkenaclsRevelling Sal ; Fi, 
So then it cannot be, that a Chriſtian's bes ©; 
ing called to holinefs , can confilt with a” 
conforming to this world. 40, 
2. Chriſtians are called to Glory. Ag 
to Holineſs, ſo to Happineſs, Now: cals*» 
ling to glory, and conforming to the -/ 
world , cannot ſtand together. ' Frov.'15.. } 
24, The way of life is above to the wiſe, F- 
That way that leads to glory lycsabeve.? 
the workd. Thoſe Principles from which * 
a mah a&s , thoſe Rules by which a mawy ? 
ats, and thoſe Ends for which a man ads, 
that afts for Heaven, and ſecks for Coe : 
and Immortality , are all higher Pri 
ples, Rules , and'Ends , that tfioſeof-th 
world, and far above them. The: ow 
way will never bring a man togle 
may bring a man to worldly Honour 


Preferment, but wil never mount a 
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world that is to come. The world hath 
kept many from Heaven, and isſtill the | N 
_ great block and hinderance in the way to 
vs Heaven, How many have the curſed 
* courſes and examples of the world, un-: 
done and damned ? And how often doth 
* the Jcripture cautionate all to take heed 
F of the world as a dangerous Rock, a- 
ainſt which a «houſand Dema#F have 

| Salhed themſelves, and made fhj 
| of Faith and a good Conſcience, F 
© - Secondly, Conlider' ſome p 
* grounds, Why Chriſtians areto 


conformiſis tothe world, tl 

I1., Conformity to God and theM of 1d, R 

+ cannot ftand together, no more. tin the | 4 
" loveof God and the love of the World | # 


; - can, 1 Joh.2.15. 1f any man love the world, 
" #he love of the Father is not in him. There | n 
| an antipathy and contrariety berween 
- Gadand the World, A manis never more 
& Jike'God, than whey he is moſt unlike the 
"World. Now fn, is to.confortn to | 
| God and Chriſt. The f/2 and beſt, is faid 

tobe theRule of the reſt, - Chriſt js our 
| higheſt and beſt Patt Here is no.ſer+ 
'ving of two Maſters; no pry ol 
*two.contrary Patterns, - He that wfl 


4 Con, 
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a ſire "op. World; "mates 
Non-cov ormiſt.. to. od and Chriſt. 

2+ The world is anc of the dechred . 
Enemies that. aChriſtiait is to fight againſt: © 
worldly luſts, as wellasfieſhly. lat 
againſt the foul 3 - G:that conforming tathe - 
world is. taking part-and liding with ous: 
Enemy, '''The Apoſtle faith ( Ga&4; 14), 
The world is | crucified to. owe, and Tio tht © 
world '(g.d,) Theworld and 1.are tpon. * 
equal terms of defiance 3 Lociher carer 
por the world:for'me. |; '} 


- 3» Cltiltians'are. predeſtinated tg ang. 
ther ity than that:to Ne e—_— ve 
Row FidgyiFarmhen bedid fare; 

#9 be conformed. $4 R_ 


a 6 bioZox. Nottorhe Ima fs 
world Conformity tothe-wos 
not withubatPredeſtination. _ 14] © 
4. What wasa Chriſtian's Rule and P <. 
tern-before converliep, cannot HEIg AEST 
alter," Before couyerlion: the waye,1 is . 
{03 Epb434.3;, The Apolile. tells] 


| fans, tharbefore converiion they: wal __ 


Acourgh to the courle of the worle 
286. 9s yo & Chriſt's. 
eatth, to give: vs 4. better:. 


4 25. 
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o ws the world gaye, 1 Pet.'o; 21, Cee 
Ef 3 , that we ſhould follow 


I te: is a debaſement to a Chriſtian to 
” be a- Conformiſt to the world. The 
T —_ of Conformity and Imitation, 
z "Mould be to advance and better but in 
- copforming tothe world, a Chriſtiaft doth 
©, batdegrade himſelf, he writes after a Co- 
- Py, by which he cannot mend:his hand, k 
© os obſervable in Seriprure, what the wick- 
ed of the worldare compared toy'among 
- Beaſts, to. yons, Bears, betas ty 7 ea; 
- Plants, 0 Briers, Thorns;@4#Qfmon s 
; - otherhiving Creatures, to Vipets,) Dogs, 
Swine. 'What a debuſement ivirfor:Chyi- 
--* Ttians to be like ſuch; to wallow & ies 
7” ih chemire, Ge. / 7 1 VIC 

© _ Thus much for Conft mation. 


3 Mm; The Vindication of the euch, $d 
Lukes neſtion 1s this, Whether all conformity 

F: Epos world be unlawful 2? Andtherealon 
"of-rhe queſtion is this ,  Becanſ© the Apo» 

(Be horking of the faſhion of 'che 


| Wrong nd Nevin _ world, 
ng, EJoIcing, a 
,. $0 belome of the ES 
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So the queſtion i is, Whether all onfientiy! £ 
to the world in theſe its faſhions, be 'nt-* 
lawful 

4nſ. We muſt here diſtinguiſh of the* | 
Manners, .Cuſtoms, and Faſhions of the- =; 
World; ſothey are of three ſorts: 1-4 


1. Some are Civil. 
2, Some are Sinful. 
3- Some are Doubtful: 


1. Thereare the Civil Cuſtons, Manners 7 


and Faſhions of the world;and concerning - ©. 


them, I anſwer, That all conformity to the. / 
world in thoſe, is not unlawful ; as to mar % 


ry,to weep, to rejoyce, to buys and pos 77 
ſels, is not unlawful, yer I mult tell you, 


that all conformity rothe world, even int >; 


theſe things, is-not lawful: For confider; o 
Even in things that are Jawful,itis pris -I 
ful for a Chriſtian to de ſuch in the - 
ice, uſe, and enjoyment of thoſe thivgs, 3 
as the moſt of the world are; and therefore *? 
the rea rure, when' it treats/of thoſe 


ichare jn themſelves lawful H 
| HEB it hoſe bounds and limits _—_— þ 
which che World obſerves not. wars] 
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on things above the world; to beſoberin 


uſing the things of this world 3 to remem-4* 
ber, while they are in this world, they are 


almoſt come tothe end of the world; and 
ſo to'uſethe world , as thoſe that look for 


another world : to Took upon this preſent 
world, as that that will ſhortly be the 
-— world paſt; and tolook upon th 
---tocome, as that that will ſhortly be the 
'* Avorld, preſent, all the days of , Eternity. I 
2 ſhall give yon two places of Scriptute, 
- Wherein Chriſtians are forbid to.þe Con- 


e world 


formiltsto the wnrld evenin theſe things; 


' Oneis 1-Pet..4. 7. The end of all thingy, is 
at band, be ye ſober. | he word is 6 egperigeTe; 
- ts diverlly. rendred; but here its taken 


for ſober-mindedneſs : Sobriety, properly 
taken, is;a moderation of the Appetite 
about eatingand cdriaking : but here it is 
put forthe moderation of the AtﬀeQians 
about the world , and the things of the 


& world. Lhe fobiiety there enjoined, im» 
 -Plics, | 


[ Modeſty , 
; C of Mind. 


2 . Hoder ation 


wore bighly* of, ies 
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+ , I. Modeſty of Mind: So Rom. 12.:84- 
Let wo: guan think 


* ; 
, IF 


2 8 


"— Commended endCommended. - 21 © 
ab than he ought 10 think, \but thi "foberly - 


of himſelf, &c Where Sobriety is oppo» 
Le Chei- 


"I to pride of heart. And inthisa «ol 
f; ſtian muſt be a Nonconformiſt to theworld.2, 
or ord. 

--— | He may marry a Wife ,: butnuſt-not- by 


as proud of a Wife; he may purchaſe, biit* © 
rg | notÞe proud of his Purchaſe; heimay poſs. 
the | {ls, but not be proud of- his Polleſſton,”* 
7. 1 | Now this is the way of the world, tobe”: 

proud of all their enjoyments; andin this ; 
Chriſtians are not to conform to It. w- 
95; 2. Moderation of Mind : And fo Sobrie+ 5 
©; | ty is oppoſed to Ictting out the heart and, 5 
' affeftions too much upon the world; and. 
this is the ſobricty that is called fori#hq"3 
ly wherein Chriſtians muſt- be unlike the? 
. world. lt is not this that Chriſtians ar& 6x75 


ite * X 
is | borted to, To give over marrying, and; 
__ poſleſiing , and uling the things of hh; 
he | world; butto be.maderate 1m the uſ826 a 
mo them, and therein to be unlike the- world.” 


' And it is obſervable what reaſon the Ap 5 
[tle gives for this Sebricty in ti place 
| fore-mentioned, viz. The end of a things 
vil” Oh 


"3# at hand: An end of all the 'C 
. an endot Mar ing, ſing, Pofleingy* 
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A NONCONFOR MITY 

Drinking; an end of all Worldly Buſ- } © 
\nefles, Employments, and Enjoyments, | 
And this he makes the reaſon why Chriſti- Þ th 
ans ſhould be ſober and moderate in theſe 

things', and herein to be unlike the | a 
- world. ps 
' Theother Scripture is x Cor. 7. 29, 30. | w 
This IT ſay, Brethren, the time #s ſbort, &c. || ({ 
Conſider , the Corinthians had written to 


+ ont if -and ax's, poſitively and refoly- , 
#..edly, andof which you need nat doubt; 
” -Brethren, the time is ſhort 5 Let thoſe that 

.bave Waves, be as though they had none,$&c. 

; 4 he meaning is, that a Chriſtian is to have * 
-- :his heart aboveall Creature-comfarts,and 
all; Creature-craſles; and in/this, Chriſti» 


the Apoſtle to be reſolved in divers caſes; | A 
and among others, ſome concerning Mar- | 1 
Tlage : To which the Apoſtle gives an an- | A 
{wer in thatChapter,telling them,he could | n 
not givean ablolute determination what } n 
was tobe done ; but he did ſuppole that [ C 

- .thisand that was be(t ; and then addeth, t 
"But this T ſay, brethrez, &c, asif he ſhould || r 

.* Tay,The queſtjons are difficult, and the an- | \ 
- Awers(it may be) you will find doubtful; | « 
but thisI can te}l you of certainty, with- | | 
| 


Los A— 
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uſe | -Saittithe Apoſtle, Let them rhat: hive ® 
ts. | Wives, be as though they had wone. Nowhe-. 
[ti- } that hath a Wife, hath two rhings ::- t 
cle 1. A great deal of comfort. A Wife is - 
he I 2 ſ:cond ſelf, one thataman can make@ *: 
partaker of all his contcntments, and whos | 
©. | will be a ſharer with him it all his crofley'* 
c. | ({uppoling ber to be agood Wite), . 
to | - 2. A great many cares, Such (faith thus 
S; | Apoſtle) &s are married , ſball have trouble 
r- | inthe fleſ, 1 Cor. 7.38, 'Now when the” 
n- | Apoſtle ſaith , That ſuch as have Wives, £ 
Id | muſt be as though they had none; the” F 
at | meaning is, they muſt moderate their afig® 
at ions in that enjoyment , that ry | 


ther taket too much with' the' comforegy/ 
nor vext too much with the croſles ins : 
- | Wife. Andſo for the'reſt, when che Apo 

3 | ſtle ſpeaks of weeping, and rejoycing,aud-: 
- | poſlefling, that we ſhould beas ehough wes 
- + wept not, and rejoyced not, and potleliees 
5 4 notz the ———— that 'we ſbouldf H E: 

t | remember, that there are greatet thingspGs 

be wept for, and to be rejoycedin, tl 


iy the things of this Walls and 
] PollMont tobe fo ——_ phe. ( 
-& Poſicfions of this li then c 
& to enfarte this 


6 | the Apoltle's Matives 
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' --» TI. The time is ſhort » Tempas eff contva- 
Aum, lo Beza; Thetimeis contracted, it 
+ jsdrawn into 4 narrow compals. The Greek 
*.. word is emveraubr&, which {ignifies facha | w 
contraction and drawing in, as of Sailors, || th 
as is uſed by Sea-men and Boat-men when. 
*” they draw near to ſhore, Some refer it to. || #/ 
*the time of lifez ſo that the Apoſtle's I tt 
"meaning is, That the time of life is ſhort. | E 
Thoſe that lived in the firſt Ages of the. | tl 
world, had their lives drawn out, the | «: 
thread of their lives was ſpun out longer 5 
- they by the courſe of Nature lived Six 
” hundred, Seven hundred , Eight hundred 
; yearsz ſothey might have their thoughts | 
; bulicd about the world, in peopling 
| treys, in marrying Wives, in build- 
Ing Cities, &c. the time of their life was 
; yon but now the time is ſbort; and there- 
Pp Chriſtians are ſo to ule the warld, as 
& tbaſe that muſt ſhortly leave it. 
=: Others thiak the Apoſtle(when he faith 
& tbe tixte js ſbort ) -means the time of the 
-W ofld!sbeing and continuance, js ſhort; 
- that God is gathering in the Sails of Time, 
= and that .theend of the World is at hand;. 
23, j5nas Jong that there will be..no/# 
$1897} .10g, 90 More 
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Commended and Commended, . la. 
e-. | joycing, no more pin this world. 
it Las time of 'the world's being is. 
& | ſhort; ; This is the Apoltle's firſt Reafongs 
a | why we ſhould! be moderate; in thele.”: 
8, things. | vEY 
"Y 2, The ſecond Motive is, The faſhioned 
O | the world goeth away : Andastheother led? 
's | the Van, ſothis brings up the Reerof thei, 
f, | Exhortation; the Greek word. is 2xiudg 7 
e. | theSchearm, which ſignifies a Mathewatte 
e | cal Figure, only external and accidental, 
p, 

c 

1 
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without ſubRtance : The Vulgar renders it. - 
Figure , the Figure of the World :\ Bev ” 
renders it Species,the Show of the-Worlda." 
| Some think the Apoſtle therein alludes to 

a Comedy, or a Shew upon a Stages wh \ 
» | is but a ſhew or appearance; foall-thay 
3} | thingsof theworld are but a ſhewand apy 
pearanee:there is no true ſolidity-erreality< 
| in them:and then obſerve he faith paſſerh* 
eway, to ſhew that the World iS upon Gates 
and Motion it hath been ſome thoulandes® 
-of years paſling by us, and the Reer of © + 
jscoming up, and it will not be long ere” 
= World and all the HENS "a 

arryipg, Weeping, Rejoycing, Palleſ 
fwg-ehe.) will beg and gonew[Thangh 
ns now the on. of .the'- "4 eg 
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yer theſe things will benomore, | 
= bn fag thatI have been 

£26, isthis, That though Chriſtians may'be 
q ' Conformiſt: to the! world in thefe- Civil 
z things, yet not inal] reſpe&s; and thatin 
their conforming to ching law and ci- 
wil, 45}. there mult even in that conformity 
*. be ſomething wherem they muſt be unlike 
” theworld. We may do ſome things that 
| theworld doth, bur we may notdothem 
| inall reſpects as the world y a> m. Our 
- Saviour telleth us, ( Lake 20. 24;)®be chil- 
|: dren of this world marry, and are given in 
 warriage; 1.c. Thoſe that live in the world, 
þ while they are in the world, have this way, 
” pd manner, and faſhion, and cuſtom; 5 they 
lg Werry, and 'are given in marriage + Where 
| {the things themiclves of marrying, and gi- 
Swing i* marriage, arenot condemned; but 
43 'condemned , Our being like the 
4 even in - thoſe things that are In 
2 Ives lawful. And this appears by 
Fancther expreſſion of our Saviour, (Lake 
oo «26, 20. ) As it was inthe days of Noah, 
ifbey eat, they drank, they married and gave 

ahe,&0. Ard as it wir it the days 
Lot they bog wy ſold, they planted, 


= 


ghey budlgded, bc. dlownheſe were things 
& 4 40 4 . BR & 0 A , _ that WM © 
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Command * $63; 
that were never - onlereful eggs FH. te. 5 
was never unlawful in avy age , foraman © 
tocat, and drink, and marry, andgive 
marriage. It was never unlawful fora it 
to buy and ſel], to plant and build; 
yet thisſeems to have been the way of e} 
world then, which is by our Saviour com 
demned. But the rag. + our Saviour * 
is this, That though they were lawf 
things, yet by the men of that Generatiott | 
they wexe uſed unlawfully. They —_— 
the main and whole buſineſs of their live 
to eat and drink , to marry and in. 
marriage, to buy and ſell, to plant ant 
build 3 they minded nothi elſe; asf 
they were only made for th ho enh ; 
no other, no higher. But in this, "x 

ans muſt be unlike the World: Pry way 
eat and drink , —_— buy , ſell, ph 
build; but ſtill remem r, they weres 
for higher and nobler Ends thanthe 'F 
not be in the uſe and practiſe .of ths 
things, as the World is. The World 
ceſs 10 theſe things, is by Chriſtians toh 
avoided. So then, tocloſe all \Therelbi 
conformity tothe Word in; Civil | 
that is lawful for Chriſtians, but nota-fal 
conformity. . T hus much for: ae” 6: o 
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 : Manners and Cuſtoms of the World: - 
© - Secondly, T here are the Sinful Manners, F ., 
+: Cuſtoms, and Faſhiggs of the World, | 
which arein themſlvelpe rely linful, Now | 


[totheſe it isunlawful fdr a Chriſtian to be | ** 
ba Conformit in any reſpett.. The Apoſtle | 
CEpbeſ. 2.2.) ſpeaks of thoſe that were then 
- Chriſtians, That i- time-paſt they walked 
Lecording to the courſe of this world; where | 
* ;he means not the exwil courſe, but the ſin- fo 
|. Fol _ of = world, as it appears ver. 
3. Fulfiling the luſts of the fleſh, andthe 
De Grer of the dy fg SW here J: 
{the Apoſtle ſhews, that this was the courſe | 7 
F*of the World then, and that they confor- 
";med t61t:in the time of their unregenera- 
- CF's which now they ought not to do, be- 
0g called to be Chriſtians; and convin- lis 
W&_ceth them. that t!:cir contormity in times of 
«Paſt, was heirſin. Sothen, a Chriſtian's 
Eopforniing to. the tinful courſes of the 
Forld 5 is abſolutely unlawful. lt's the z 
gommendation given of the, Saints of 
old, That they were utterly Nonconfor- || þ,, 
eviftr tothe world in (inful things. T hus 
Woeb is {aid tobea man perfe# in his ge* 
eration; Gen.5.9. He did tome things 
hat the mcn of. his generation did ; _ 


TT 
Es 


% 


Commu 
did eat, and drink, and marry; all Ws; 
men of his generation Cid ſinfully, and 7 
| this Noab did not conformto them. Soy p 
may ſee how Lotgbehaved himſelf jn hig* 
eneration 3 he was ſo far from 'conforna@ 
vg to their ſinful manners, that-the Apos 
- | ſtletellsus(2 Pet-2.7.), That his rightes 
\ | ous ſoul-wes vexed with their wicked comp 
verjation. And the ſame Apoltle" tells thes” 
* | Chriſtians in his time, of their Newoogal! 6 
formity to the ſinful manners: ofthaſes ? 
times, 2 Pet. 4. 4. Wherein thty think 4d" 
ſtrange, that ye run not with them int the.” | 
ſame exceſi of Riot. . They 'thought:iÞ 
ſtrange, they would not do as thewickedi © 
of thoſe times did. What wasqhe' courlat + 
of the Wicked of thoſe times. The! A. 
poltle: ſhews, 9.3. . For the timzpaiÞ of out. 
lives way ſu _ to have wrought wid. 


" oe nll 


of the Gentiles ; agd'lo mentions: 
onſneſs. _ ,EXCE - Fo evading 
quetizgs, &c. The At 


being Gnful without diſpute dc i 
verlie, they are not atall by Ghailibany 
be conformed to. | * 

Andthys much for the finful Man f 

- aud Faſhions of the VVorld. © 
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Thirdly, There are the dowbtful Man- 
ners, and Faſhions , and Cuſtoms, of the 
VVorld; ſuch as about which there may 
be a queſtion, Whether they are finful 
or not? Concerning. theſe,. Chriſtians 
ought to examine their conformity by 
*Scripture-Rules. Under this doubtful 

conformity, comes conformity to Exo- 

tick Modes in Behaviour and Apparel; the 
 fayingindeed 1s, That tbough fools bring up 

Faſhions, yet wiſe men will be obliged to fql- 
{ law them : I am not for an affected fngul - 
rity, it being commendable prudence to 
conform our ſelves to what Cuſtom(inan 
indifferent matter) hath made to be gene- 
ral/1n the practiſe of all. But Chriſtians 
are to take heed of a conformity to thoſe 
faſhions that are either ſoimmodeſt or ex- 
travagant, that they become not Ghriltia- 
nity. [Cs very doubtful whether we are to 
beof the number of thoſe who are firſt in 


| j1 
|| 


taanother; the Scripture (without doubt) 
condemns excels in theſe things. How ma- 
" Ny are there, which ſpend more time in 
| triraming and decking themſelves, than in 
ſerving God ! VVhich gave occaſion to 
Sir Thomgs Moor, to ſay toa Lady (whom 
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the fallnon,or to change from one extream 
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Commanded end Commended. . 2x * 
he beheld induſtriouſly curious in dreſſing 
and trimming her felt) 0 Madam, bow wn- - 
juſtly mill[God deal witþ you, if he gave you wof 
HellJince you take ſuch extraordinary pains 
for it! Chriſtians muſt know, where there is 
in faſhions an aflefted vanity in apparel & 
drefling, ſavouring of pride, a conformity - 
therein remains no more doubtful, but 1s 
abfolutely finful. To thefe faſhions may 
be referred , Painting, Frizling, Powder- 
ing, and Black-patching z. of the laſt of 
which, a Romaniſt faith, That if the Divime . 
Work-man ſhould ſa fix thoſe their beſt con« 
trived Patches, as to remain ever immoug- 
ble, they would ſoon be aſhamed to appear 
with ſuch diſguiſed deformities, and all 


but a meer disfiguringl8f what they ſo vainly 
intended. to beautifie and amend. In the * 
matter of Faſhions, Chriſtians muſt know, 
that there are ſome things, which if they 
are not in, are near a-kin tolinz and a con» 
formity to theſe things is to be avoided, 
according to the precept of the Apoſtle, 
I Theſ. 5.22. Abltain' from all appearance 
ef evil; the ſaying is, In dubiis minimuns, * 
la doubtful things its good to do the 1 
leaſt, 1 hall clole up this of dowbifivl Cone 


for 
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32 A NONCONFORMITY 
Formity, with that paſſage in Ezra 2.61,62, 
63, There were ſome that upon the re- 
purn from the Captivity,pleaded that they 
'were of the Prieſt's Linez but the Regi- 
ſter being ſearched, and their Genealogy 

. not found, they were put by the Prieſt 

' hood till there ſhould ſtand up a Prieſt 
*with Urim and Thurrmim. SO 1t were well 
In theſe doubtful caſes, if Chriſtians would 
avoid conformity tu theſe things, till there Þ 
-be more Scripture-light to warrant it. a 
What hath been attempted by. ſome ( as | ©* 

; "particularly, by the Author of that Book þ 
” *entituled/An xiliary Beauty), it tends more 'C| 
6: (rat yoes Fancy,than to fatisheConſctence, 79 
ifs an . 


: 
. 


to warrint the practiſe. | 


_{\ Thus much for the Doubtful Manners - 
and Faſhions of this world. E 
een. .. 
t 
Ko APPLICATION. O 
'R \ Cre 
arc 


7" 2. Trformation: So you haye the true f ©, 
E Charafter of a true Chriſtian: He is one 
that is a Nonconformiſt tothe world. "His | - 
We motion is a Cuunter-motion to that ofthe 

3 world. Though he liveth in the worlds yet 


a,” 


 heconforms not to the world, The Apo- 
| He (2 Ter,1o. 3.) diſtinguiſteth betubech 
k \-*. living 
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| bir of their generation; but what they 


mentation,but not of theitf imitarion. Thus - 


{Chriſtians do. is to be out of ſincerity. Tt 


Commanded and Commended. 37, 
living in the fleſh, and after the fleſh; fo 
there isa walking in the world, and walk> 
ing atter the world. True Chriſtians mak 

the ſinful courſes and prattifes of the 


world, the object of their ſorrow and Ja- - 


did Noh, andy. ot, and other holy ones 1n 
their -generation;z they are Antipodes tO 
the world in judgment, affection, conver= 
ſation. We read of Heathens, that in their 
generations would not conform to the 


Qid, was out of fingularity : but what 


ſhould be with Chriſtians ag with the Pla- 
nets, which have a morion of their own, 
contrary to the wrapt motion of the Hea-+= 
vens, whereby they are carried from Eat 
to Welt: they havea retrograde an fe- 
cret motion of- their own , whereby they 
are carried from Welt to Eaſt. So' the: 1 
Children of God, thoughthey live and»! 
converſe in the World, yet have a motion 
of their own, contrary tothe World : Ay 
ſome Creatures being hatched. under a" 
Hen, preſently fiye or run away. Thy $3 
a Chriſtian in the Civil things of this lite, - þ 
kem to move as-theWorld moves, yet yr Y 
D ; ©. 
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'Be 2 meticn of his own Heaven-wards, 
WiichtheWorld luſpects(and blindly cep- 
Pure:), but underſtands not. 

Injorm. What are we then to think 
of tu: that arc Corformiſts tothe world? 
Is i: tO be tiougtt that thole wil ever -be 
accounted Chrittans on, Scripture-ac- 
count. that conform to the world - Ir'sflad 
tofce hoy many call themſelves Chriſti 
«iis, WH when the Image and Superſcrip- 
Lion tnzt tht Y C2 [, COMES to be examined. 
Yill bc i10uad to be only Worldlings s & 
gay be, Chriſtians in their own accaghy. 
anc Elicem, but notin God's, You th 
call yuur ſelves Chrittians, conlider whoſe 
Image and Superſcription you bear. Such 
you are as the Image is that you bear. and 
the Pattern to which you conform. T rue 
Clitiſtians arc ſuch as bear the Image of 
Cliriſt . and conform to the Pattern and 
Exampic of Jeſus Chrift; and thole can 
not bu ical Chriſtians that confarm to the 
World. It isnut an outward Prof 
that makes a truce Chriſtian, Rome. 2. 28. He 
3s not a Jew that is one outwardly. Thoſe 
arc not true Chriſtians that are only ſo 'm 
bare profeflion. *God looks what a Chtt- 
Rian's coatormity is, and what copy and 
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Commanded and Commended. - 25 
os, Þ pattern he writes after. TheApoſtle ſpeaks 
er-| of ſome (2 Tir3.5.-)., that had 4 form 4 

godlineſs, but denied the power of it. It 
the power of Godlineſs and Chriſtianity; 
that ſpeaks one to be godly, and a Chriſtis 
an indeed. And this power of godlinelſs is 
a transforming, power 3 'it makes thoſe that 
have it, God-like, and ſo godly ; Chriſt- 
like, and ſo Chriſtians indeed. So then, in 
Chriſtianity there are two things to be 
conſidered”, the Profeſſion, and the Power. 
Now it is the power @f Chriſtianity, and 
,not the profeſiionon]y;that ſpeaks us tobe 
> Chriſtians, It's true power cannot be with+ 
out profeſſion , but profeſſion may be 
without the power. A;Tree that bears 
fruit, muſt of neceſiity haveleavesz Vit & 
Tree may have leaves; and yet no fruit, + 
And ſuch a Tree, not withſtanding the fair 
flouriſh it makes, is bt barren, and like. 
the Fig-tree in the Goſpel wich our Savi- 
Our curſed , coming toit, finding leaves 
only, and no fruit, Adatt. 21-19, So then, 
as there is a power In godlineſs which 
lpeaks men to be truly godly 3 ſothereis& 
Power in Chriſtianity which muſt ſpealr 
Sen to be truly Chriſtians. Now, this , 
Pawer of Chriſtiaoity doth conform od | 
| 2 tranl-- - 
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*he a motion of his own Heaven-wards, 

which theWorld ſuſpeCs(and blindly cen- 
dures), but underſtands not. 

2. Inform, Whatare we then to think 
of thoſe that are Conformiſts tothe world? 
Is it to be thought that thoſe will ever be 
accounted Chriſtians on, Scripture-ac- 
count, that conform to the world ? It's ſad 
to ſce how manycall themſelves Chriſti- 
ans, who when the Image and Superſcrip- 
tion that they bear, comes to be examined, 
will be found to be only Worldlings 8 It 
may be, Chriſtians in their own acca 
and eſteem, but not in God's. You t 
call your ſelves Chriſtians, conſider whoſe 
Image and Superſcription you bear, Such 

... you are as the Image is that you bear, and 
the Pattern to which you conform, True 
Chriſtians are ſuch as bear the Image of 
Chriſt, and confarm to the Pattern and 
Example of Jeſus Chriſt; and thoſe can- 
not be rcal Chriſtians that confarm to the 
World. It isnot an 'outward Profeſſion 
that makes a true Chriſtian, Rome.2. 28. He 
is not a Jew that is one outwardly. Thoſe 
arenot true Chriſtians that are only ſo in 
bare profſefiion. God looks what a Chri- 

* Rian's conformity is, and what copy and 
|  pattela] 


Commuanded and Conmended. 25 
pattern he writes after. TheApoſtle ſpeaks 


of ſome (2 Tin. 3.5), that had a form 4 | 


godlineſs, but denied the power of it. It 
the power of Godlineſs and Chriſtianity; 
that ſpeaks one to be godly, and a Chriſtis 
an indeed. And this power of godlinels is 
a transforming power ; it makes thoſe that 
have it, God-like, and ſo godly; Chriſt- 
like, and ſo Chriſtians indeed. So then, in 
Chriſtianity there are two things to be 
conſidered , the Profeſſion, and the Power. 
Now it is the power of Chriſtianity, and 
. not the profetliononl y;that ſpeaks us tobe 
» Chriſtians, It's true power cannot be with» 
out profeſſion , but profeſſion may be 
without the power. A;Tree that bears 


fruit, muſt of neceſlity haveleavesz Vat & - 


Tree may have leaves; and yet no fruit. 
And ſuch a Tree, not withſtanding the fair 


flouriſh it makes, is bat barren, and like- , 


the F ig-tree in the Goſpel which our Savi- 
our curſed , coming toit, finding leaves 
only, and no fruit, Adatt. 21-19. SO then, 
as there is a power in godlineſs whicty 
lpeaks men to be truly godly 3 ſothereis8 
Power in Chriſtianity which muſt ſpeaks 
Den to be truly Chriſtians. Now , this 
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Pawer of Chriſtiaoiey doth conform and” 
t | - 
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. transform us into the Image of Chriſt. As 
e power of godlineſs makes us (as I ſaid 
_ before ) God-like ; fo this power of Chri- 
ſtianity, Chriſt like. But where is a con- 
formity to the world, there is a power, 
whereby men are made world-likez and 
how can thoſe that are like the world, that 
bear a worldly and anearthly Image, and 
not the heavenly, and that of Chriſt, be 
Chriſtians indeed? It is ſad to ſee ſo many 
 callthemſclves Chriſtians,that are ſo much 
conformable to the world, to its finful 
courles, taſhions, rules, and examples; as if 


Chriſtianity did not hold forth higher and * 
more excellent examples and patterns for / 


them to imitate, nd higher and more hea- 
venly rulcs for them to walk by. To ſuch 
we may fay as theProphet ſaid tothe Meſ- 
ſengers of Ahaziah, Ts it becauſethere is no 
God in Iſrael, that thou ſendeſt to Baal- ze- 
- bub, the Godtof Ekron? So you that: call 
:your iclves Chriſtians, let meask you, W hy 
do you conform tg the World and its fin- 
ful courſes? Is it becauſe you are fo com- 
manded todo ? You ſee the Scripture come 
 Mmands the contrary, Isit becauſe you have 
' nothing higher and better than the World 
"Jocontormto? Surgyou have. The lay- 


og 


Commanded and Commended. 577, 
ing is, The firſt and beſt in every thing,is the 
Rule of the reſt. Are vou not called to a © 
conformity to the beſt ? That God that iþ * 
Optimus Maximus, the Belt and Greateſt, 
calls you to be like him, calls youtobe 
like his Son, whois the moſt perfect pat- 
tern for our imitation 3 calls you to be like 
his Saints, who in their ſeveral generations 
pleaſed God, ſerved his Will, and are fal- 
lenalleep : he calls you to be like thoſe 
Servants of his that are yet in the World, 
and to be followers of them as they are of 
Chriſt ; Hecalls you out of the World, 
and to beunlike it, and to have nothing 
todo with it by way of conforming in the 
leaſt to its ſinful courſes. He cautionates 


you againſt ſuch a conformity, and tells 


jou the dreadful danger of itz and he. . i 
hath laid down Rules in his Word, by.” 
which Chriſtians are to walk , that are |. 
made up altogether of that purity and ha» # 
linels , of which the World is altogether 
void,it lying(as the Apoſtle faith)in wick» 
ednels, And now tell m&How can he be a 
Chriſtian indeed, that is a Conformift tothe 
World? and ſuch asare Conformiſts tothe 


World (you ſee) haye nothing to plead in 
that particular, as Kgghey had not better. * 


——_ Rules | 
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Rules to walk by, and higher Patterns to 
jmitate, than thoſe of the World. He that 
Ba Chriſtian indeed.is one that hath given 
up his Name to Chriſt, and entred it into 
his Liſt 3; and how can ſuch a one ſerve and 

fight under the Colours and Banner of the 
* World ? Such forget their Baptiſmal Cove- 
art, one clauſe of which is this, Renoun- 
cing and forſaking of the world, Chrilti- 
ans, let me tell you, There isa day a com- 
ing.when the great enquiry will be, Whoſe 
" Image and Superſcripticn you bear. Your 
Conformity or Nonconformity to the world, 
will ſpeakthat,” and accordingly will be 
Four YooOm. 

3. Inform. Here we may ſee what is the 
cauſe, why Chriſtians (that. will be Chriſti- 
ans indecd meet with fo much trouble and 
oppelition in aud from the World; the 
caule is, Nonconformity to the World; the 
ground of the quarrel between the World 
- and them is, 1 har they are unlike the 
- World ; thatthey will not do as the moſt 
do; that they will not do as their Neigh- 
boujs do; that they are unlike every bo- 
F dy; that they are a company of fooliſh 

| _—R pertons, that de'ight to be ſingular. 
E kis is the realon why the W orld,and the 
| # + mecn 
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men of it , hatethofe that are truly god- 
ly : Every hinWioves Its like; and the 
unlikeneſs of the Saints to the World a 
the cauſe both of the World's hatred,and 
the World's wonder at them, 1 Pet. 4. 4. 
IWherein they think it ſtrange , that ye rum 
wot with thewr into the ſame exceſs of riot. 
The Saint's ſtriftnels is the V Vorld's won- 
der. As I faid before, it is in this caſe as 
with the Eggs of Patridges hatched nn- 
der a Hen; when they are hatched, they 
run, and (as ſoon as they can) make away, 
The VVorld is(as it were) the Hen, un- 
der whole wings Chriitians are for a while 
hatched ; bur when they begin to take 
their flight upwards, then the world won- 
ders at them. And as this is the cauſe of 
the VVorld's wonder, ſoit is the cauſe. gf 
the V Vorld's hatred of them, and of all 
the aftliftions and perſecutions they meet 
with in and from the world. Our Saviour -}. 
told his Diſciples, Þr the world. you ſball * 
have affiidion; and gives this as the rea» 
lon of it, I have choſen yos out of the world, 
The world (as our Saviour faith) will love its 
ows, thoſe in whom it canſee its own con- 
ditions , diſpoſitrons 3 fts own | Tmage 
and Superſcription. Likeneſs cauſcth loves 
/2IaV3% & D 4 and | 
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Rules to walk by, and higher Patterns to 
jmitate, than thoſe of the World. He that 
Ba Chriſtian indeed.is onc that hath given 
up his Name to Chriſt, and entred it into 
his Liſt ; and how can ſuch a one ſerve and 
fight under the Colours and Banner of the 
' World? Such forget their Baptiſmal Cove- 
#art, one clauſe of which 1s this , Renoxn- 
cing and forſaking of the world. Chritti- 
ans, let me tell you, 'T here 1s a day a com- 
ing:when the great enquiry will be, Whoſe 
Image and Superſcripticn you bear. Your 
Conformity or Nonconformity to the world, 
will ſpeakthat, and accordingly will be 
your doom.” 

3. Inform. Here we may ſee what is the 
cauſe, why Chriſtians (that will be Chriſti- 
ans indecd meet with fo much trouble and 
oppelition in - aud from the Wofrld; the 
caule 1s, Norconformityto the World; the 
ground of the quarrel between the World 
- and them 1s, 1 hat they are unlike the 
World ; thatthey.will not do as the moſt 
do; taat they will not do as their Neigh- 
boujs do; that they are unlike every bo- 
> dy; that they are a company of fooliſh 

_ perfons, that de'ight to be ſingular. 
,This1sthe reaſon why the World,and the 
| 4 men 


_— 


Commanded and Commended. | 39 . 


men of it , hate thoſe that are truly god+ 
ly : Every thing loves its like; and the 
unlikeneſs of the Saints to the World ya 
the cauſe both of the World's hatred,and 
the World's wonder at them, 1 Pet. 4. 4. 
IWherein they think it ſtrange , that ye rux 
wot with thewr into the ſame exceſs of riot. 
The Saint's ſtriftneſs is the V Vorld's won- 
der. As I faid before, it is in this caſe as 
with the Eggs of Patridges hatched un- 
der a Hen; when they are hatched, they 
run, and (as ſoon as they can) make away, 
The VVorld is(as it were) the Hen, un- 
der whoſe wings Chriſtians are for a while 
hatched ; bur when they begin to take 
their flight upwards, then the world won- 
ders at them. And asthis is the cauſe of 
the VVorld's wonder, ſoit is the cauſe of 
the V Vorld's hatred of them, and of all 
the afflictions and perſecutions they meet 
with in and from the world. Our Saviour 
told his Diſciples, Tr the world you ſball * 
have affiidion; and gives this as therea» 
lon of it, I have choſen you out of the worlds 
The world (as our Saviour faith) will love its 
owsn,thole in whom it can ſee its own con- 
ditions , - diſpofittons 3 fts own Image 
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Rules to walk by, and higher Patterns to 
imitate, than thoſe of the World. He that 
$a Chriſtian indeed, is one that hath given 


his Liſt ; and how can ſuch a one ſerve and 
fight under the Colours and Banner of the 
* World? Such forget their Baptiſmal Cove- 
rant, one-clauſe of which is this , Renoun- 
cing and forſaking of the world. Chfriltt- 
ans, let me tell you, There isa day a com- 
iog, when the great enquiry will be, Whoſe 
Image and Superſcripticon you bear. Your 
Conformity or Nonconformity to the world, 
will ſpeakthat, and accordingly will be 
- F6nr doom. 
3. Inform. Here we may ſee what is the 
cauſe, why Chriſtians (that will be Chriſti- 
«ns indecd meet with fo much troubleand 
oppoſition in aud from the World; the 
caule is, Nonconformityto the World; the 
ground of the quarrel between the World 
and them 1s, 1 hat they are unlike the 
World; thatthey will not do as the moſt 
do; tnat they will not do as their Neigh- 
boujzs do; that they are unlike every bo- 
dy; that they are a company of fooliſh 
_ perfons, that de'ight to be ſingular. 
E kis is the realon why the W orld,and the 
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up his Name to Chriſt, and entred it into - 
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men of it, hate thoſe that are truly god- 
ly : Every thing loves Its like; and the 
unlikeneſs of the Saints to the World ys 
the cauſe both of the World's hatred,and 
the World's wonder at them, 1 Pet. 4. 4. 
IWherein they think it ſtrange , that ye rux 
wt with thewt into the ſame exceſs of riot. 
The Saint's ſtriftnels is the V Vorld's won- 
der. As Ifaid before, it is in this caſe as 
withthe Eggs of Patridges hatched un- 
der a Hen; when they are hatched, they 
run, and (as ſoon as they can) make away, 
The VVorld is(as it were) the Hen, un- 
der whole wings Chriſtians are for a while 
hatched 3 but when they begin to take 
their flight upwards, then the world won- 
ders at them. And as this is the cauſe of 
the VVorld's wonder, ſoit is the cauſe of 
the V Vorld's hatred of them, and of all 
the afilictions and perſecutions they meet 
with in and from the world. Our Saviour }- 
told his Diſciples, 7 the world you ſball * 
have affiidion; and gives this as the rea» 
lon of it, I have choſen you out of the worlds 
The world (as our Saviour faith) wif love its 
ows,thole in whom it canſee its own con- 
ditions , diſpoſittonsz Its own Image 
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and upon this account it is that the world 
cannot but love thoſe in whom ſhe elſpies 
her own likencfle, and cannot but hate 
thoſe that are unlike,and in whom lhe can- 
not ſce'a conformity to her. Hence it 1s 
thatthe World hath always been a Step- 
mother tothe Saints of God , uſing them 
Tigidly and coarlely,as thoſe whom the did 
not own as hers, becauſe they cwned not 
her by a conformity to her. Chriftians, 
it you be not like the World , you muſt 
not think it ſtrange if- you be hated 1n and 
by the World.It you have not the world's 
likeneſs, you are not to expect the world's 
love, |t you walk contrary to the world, 
yuu tnuſt expect that the world will walk 
Contrary to you. Your ror-conforming tO 
It, is a ſecret condemning of the world's 
WajsSand courics; and then it isnot to be 
wondred at, iþ the world condemn you. 
Thus much for the Uſe of Information. 


_. 2. Exhortation. So Tam now toexhort 
= totheduty of Non-conformity to the 
World; and in doing this, 1ſhal!l acquaiat 
you with,three things ; 

Firs , With what, are ſome of; the 
\ Caulcs of a Copſor mg to this World. * 


» 
<<, 
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Secondly, With ſome diſcoveries, wheres 
by we may know whether w«< arc not con» 
formed to this World. & 

Thirdly , With ſome direCtions to pre- 
vent yonr being Conformiſts to this 
World. 


ry 
, 


Firſt, We ſhall ſhew you ſome-of the 
cauſi.s why ſo many are Confurmiſtsto the 
World; and they are chiefly two: 

1. A baſe and laviſh fear of the World's : 
Frowns. 

2. A baſe and (inful love of theWorld's  ; 
Favours. | 

And from both theſe proceeds that baſe | 
and (1nful compliance with the World, $ 
and conformity to1t. ; 

1. A baſe and {laviſh fear of the 
World's Frowns. T hey fear the trouble Þ 
they may meet with in the World, ifthey | 
ſhould*"twim againſt the ſtream of being 
unlike the World. Moſt love a Religiort Þ 
without trouble : and although oppoliti- 
on be made the Attendant of true Reli-: 
gion, following it as the. ſhadow doth the 58 
body z yet molt love ——_— Religion j{| 
which may coſt them nothing, lo) fuch a 
peaceable Religion as may not _ | 
+I LnE1lT }; 
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their worldly reſt, but that will ſuffer 
them toſleep ma whole skin. Indeed, for 
San tobe no more religious than the 

orld would have him be, may ſeem to 
make for his outward peace. As a wile 
man ſaid, For that man that would deny 
his body no ſenſualpleaſure, and yet ſave his 
ſoul at laſt, there was no place like that of 
Italy, ard no Keligion like that of Rome: 
Sclfſay, For that man that only ftudies his 
outward peace, ( viz. a freedom from the 
World's malice, hatred, and oppolition ) 
there is no Religionlike the World's. And 
henceit is that ſo many comply with it, 
' andcontormtoit. Conlider, there is in 
every one naturally a [trong propenlity 
and inclination to theſe four things. 

I. io be thought lome-body in the 
World, andnot to be looked upon as 
Cyphers, as No-bodies; to be well ac- 
countedot, well ſpoken of by the moſt 
of their generation. Some extreamly af- 
tect the good-will and the good-word of 
every one, and hereby are | vente tO A 
Ffinful compliance. Although fuch ſhould 

remetnber the ſaying of our Savior, Wo wr- 
$0 you when 1ll men + par you. Mat.5. 
(2, There isadebire in molt tobe as tree 
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from trouble and oppoſition in theWarld, 
as they can. Moſt ſay with 1ſachar, Refs 
i good. Why ſhouldI (fay ſome) creats 
trouble to my ſelf , and may chuſe ? Wh 
ſhould I croſs with the World, and cauſe 
the World to croſs with me? If I do as 
the World doth, and conform to it, Inced 
not fear its frowns. And this 1s one cauſe 
why ſo many lintully comply with , and 
conform tothe World ; not remembring 
the ſaying of our Saviour, Marr. 5.10. Bleſs 
ſedare thoſe that are perſecuted for rightes 
onſneſs ſake, &C. 

3. There isin men naturally a delire to 
have company in their way. Man is a fo- 
ciable Creature, and loyes company. Now 
the way of the World is the way :molſt 
beaten, and trodden, and frequented,be- 
ing the way that moſt walk jn. Men na- 
turally love not ſolitary paths, but thoſe 
io which they can ſte moſt foot-ſteps. And 
upon this account it is that ſo many com» 
ply ſinfully with the World , for the ſake 
of company-; not at all confidering whi= 
ther the broad way leads; nor that pro» 
—_— Thou ſhall not follow a mmultituds_ 


to doen. 
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4- Men naturally deſire Elbow-room 
ig their way. They love ways wherein 
toy may enjoy the molt of ſinful liberty; 
and this they fancy to be only found in the 
way of the World; they would have 
room tor them and their luſts to march to- 
gether : and ſuch a way the way of the 
' Worldis; the wide way ( as our Saviour 
faith) that leads to deſtruction. And hence 
t 15 that fo many comply with the World; 
not conſidering, That it's eaſter for a man 
to have lo much Religion and Chriſtianity 
as will pleaſe the World, and goto Hell at 
laſt, than to have ſomuch as will pleaſe 
God, and bring him to Heaven, 

* 2. The ſecond caule is, A ſtrong love 
to, and dchire atter the World's Favours. 
* There isaa innate diſpoſition in perſons to 
enjoy the World's Sun-ſhine, thinking 


think it {iyecr to (itin the World's lap, to 
be hugg'd in the World's boſome , to be 
- embrac'd inthe V Vorld's arms. Many love 
- not to ſee others embraced. and themſelves 
calt out; to ſee others favoured Ffand 
| themſelves frowned on; to ſte others the 
| world's Darlings, and they to be the 
+ world's Out-calts, The world hath its 


* 


. there is a refreſhment in thoſe beams. T hey 


remptati» 
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temptatiens on both hands. On the one 
hand there areits perſecutions,and threats 
and frowns; onthe other hand , its Pre- 


ferments, allurements, and favours; and ©. 


the laſt of theſe have often proved the 
moſt powerful temptations to draw men 
to a compliance with the world. Thusir's 
obſerved of Julian, That he drew more 
away, and made more Apoltates by his 


Preferments, than he did by his Perfſecutt. | 
ons, VVe read (Rev. 12.4.) , that the ': 


Dragon with his tail drew the third part 
of the Starrs from Heaven : the meaning 
is, that many that were eminent 1n. the 
Church, and did ſhine as Starrs, were 
drawn away, and became Apoſtates, by 
the tail of the Dragon, z.e. by its embra» 


ces. And this is one great reaſon why men . 
have been brought to comply with, and-. 


conform to the world. And this hath ever 
been the world's way of tempring 3 it firſt 


frowns, and then flatters; and the latter /: 
hath been found to be the molt dangerous; R 


Thus was that famous Galeacizsaflaulreds 
and when they ſaw threatnings would da 
nothing , he was offered a.great ſum of 
Gold to return again to his former Religi- 


on and Countrey ; bug his anſwer was, 
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That he preferr d one da ys communion with 


Chriſt in the Goſpel. before all the Gold in the 
world. And thus it was with Luther; when 
they ſaw Bulls and nothing elſe by way of 
Menace, would do, then they oftered him 
a Cardinals Hat, but his anſwer was, Con- 
Templus eſt a me Komanus C favor, & fur 
ror ; | deſpiſe both KRowe's Favours and 
Fury, Though theſe ſtood as unſhaken 
Mountains ; yet, how many, If not by the 
firſt, yet by the laſt have been overcome ; 
JIike the Traveller, who by the wind Kept 
his Cloak cloſcr, was by the warm and al- 
loring beams of the Sun invited to caſt it 
off. The Sun-ſhinc of the world hath had 
more influence upon men to conform them 
'to the world, than all its cold and ſtormy 
blaſts could have. It's Favours and Pre- 
ferments hath drawn thoſe whom its Per- 
ſecutions could not drive. Hence it is that 
fomany comply with, and conform to the 
world; not remembring, that there 1s 
More comfort and happineſs attends thoſe 
* that are the world's Calt-aways,than thoſe 
that are the world's Darlings. Thoſe 
| Chriſt chuſeth to be the objes of His 
| Tove, whom the world caſts out as objets 
of her hatred. | Pa 


Second- 
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wherein they are unlike the world; and 
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Secondly , Conſider the trials and dif- 
coveries, VVhether we are Conformiſts 
or Non-conformiſts tothis world, 

1. He that 1s a Nox-conformiſt to the 
world, is one unlike the world ; he is un- 
like the world in his judgment, affeCtion, 
converſation z he doth not judg as the 
world judgeth, of Chriſt, of Holineſs, of 
Heaven, of Saints, of Sin. Here 1s the 
queſtion , VVhether we differ from the 
world in theſe? One ſaid of Nero , That 
wſt needs be good that Nero perſecutes. 
And ſo I fay, T hat muſt needs be evil that 
the world commends , and good that the * 
world condemns. Try your ſclves by this, 
Do you judg as the world judgeth 2 Dor 
you love and hate, as the world loves and 
hates? *Is your converſation according ta 
the courle and converſation of the world? 
Then you may conclude, you are Confor- 
mifts to the world, Oh that Chriſtians ' 
would but examine themſelves ſeriouſly, 


by that they may tind whether they are 
Now-conformiits tothe world. I am brief 
in this, becauſe I have ſpoken niore large- 
ly to it before: | 
£ 2. He that is a Non-conformii# to th 
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world, is a Conformiit to another world, 
V Vhen the Apoltle faith, Be not conform- 
ei to this world; it implics , there is ano- 
ther world to which we ought to con- 
form. Scripture mentions a world that 
now is, and a world that 15to come, There 
is another world beſides this- preſent 
world; a. world that will be , when this 
world ſhall be no more. As I ſaid before, 
ſo I fay again, Itis but alittle while, and 
the world preſent will be the world paſt; 
and the world to come, will be the world 
preſent all the days of Eternity. Now 
Chriſtians, you are to be Corformiits to 
the world that is to come; thete is an 
Earthly and a Heavenly world; and the 
great thing you have to do, is to examine 
whatContormity there is in you tothe lat- 
\ ter (tothe Heavenly world ) that 1s to 
* come. And whadof Hcaven is to be. ſeen 
in you? V Vhatot Heaven in your judg- 
- ments? [Do you conform to the world to 
- come inthat? Chriſtians, you ſee here how 


EF the world judgeth of things and perſons: 


$ but, Do you think we ſhall have in Hea- 
$ yen that judgment cf things that the men 
| of the world have now? It you ask, How 


- wee ſhall judgot thiogs here, whojare yet © 


on 
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on Earth, and not in Heaven? Why th 
Word, and not the World, is your Rulezyou + 
need not ſay, Who ſhall go up into Hea» 
ven to bring is tidings what 1s the judg- 
ment of things there 5 we have it near, in 
the written Word. Next, What confor- 
mity is there to Heaven in your Aﬀecti- 
ons? Are they heavenly? Remember, 
the Command is ( Col.3. 2.), Set your affe+ 
Grons on things above. And , What cons 
formity is there in your converſation? ls 
your converſation in Heaven * The Apa» 
{tle ſaith, the converſation of a Chriſtian 
ſhould be fo, Phil.3 27. Whatengravings 
of Heayen are there on your conyerſatie 
ons? What beginnings of Heaven have Þ 
yougin you? How many are there that. 
ia Hell on Earth, and have the en» *! 
gfVings of Hell written upon their con» 
tons? Theſe indeed are Conformiſts...- 


of Darkneſs, and not of Light, that is t@#J 


COmMme, TE 
But in proſecuting theſe Diſcoveries of 


a Nonconforwity to this World, for _ | 
one's better and fuller fatisfaCtion, I ſhall } 


proceed by way of Enquuie; thoſe ſhall | 
of two ſorts: *Y 
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1.- SOme more genera]. 
'2. More particular. 


1, More general : And ſo the Enquiry 
isthis, What conformity 1s there jn you 
to thoſe that are in Heaven, andthat 1a- 
habit Heaven? If you ask, Whoare in 
Heaven? The Scripture tells you, That 
there 1s 
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A God, 

A Chriſt. 

Angels. 

Spirits of juſtmen. 
1. God 1sin Heaven, his Throne is 
# there, He dwells there in reſpet oÞ the 
* manifeſtation of his glorie. He is datg to 
inhabit Eternity . and to dwell inthat high 
| ud holy place, Wſa.57.15. Theenquy 
this, God is in Heaven; and, WhafTon- 
 formiticis there in you on Earth , tg that 
 Ged who is in Heaven? You are called 
* to be like him, to be holy as hes, to: be 
' merciful as he is ( not inreſped of equali- 
| tie, but ſimilitude and likeneſs). You are 
called tobe partakers of the Divine Na- 
turez and, What is that but tg be Poſe 
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kers of Divine Graces, by which we bear 
his Image, and ſo become like him? You 
are called Children of Gad, and Children 
are toreſemble the Father : Now try, how 
you reſemble him, and by that , your con- 
tormitic to him. 

1. Conlider how God judgeth of things, 
Here the Scripture gives us lightz and by 
it you are to ſee whether you judg of 
things as God doth. He judgeth of Sin as 
the greateſt Evil, of Sinners as the greateſt 
Enemies 3 of Grace, as moſt excellent; of 
gracious ones, as molt precious; of Hea- 
ven, as moſt deſirable; ot the Warld, ag 
molt vain and contemptible. Thus God 
in his Word declares his judgment of theſe 
things. Now the Query is, What con-. » 
formitie there is in our judgments to this * ? 
Whether we judg of things as God judg- + 
&th"of them? And fo for the eſtimative _ 
facultie, Whether you eſteem things 
as God eſteemeth them? The godly man 
is deſcribed ( Pſal.15. ) to be one in whoſe 
eyes a vile perſon is contemned; but he ho- 
noureth them that fear the Lard. . 

2. . How God-like you are in you: affe- 
Qions? and, W hat conformitie 1sthere in . 
Yours ta his? The Scripture ccquancs Wh | 
WR: 
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with what God loves, and with what he 
hates, and with what he delightsin. The 
Scripture tells us what he loves; That he 
loves righteouſneſs, loves holineſs ; he 
loves uprightnels, he loves truth and fſince- 
rity inthe inward parts. Now put the 
_ wo yuur ſelves, Whether you love 
the things which God loves? The Secrip- 
ture tells us what God hateth, He hateth 
iniquitie. 3nd all the workers of iniquitiez 
*he hateth (in, and all ſinful ways; he ha- 
teth all fin. And now ſee what conformi- 

tie there 1s in your affections, of hatred to 
_ this? The Scripture acquaints us, what it 
15 that God delights in. It tells us, that he 
delighteth in thoſe that fear him 3 He de- 
lighteth in uprightneſs. He is a God that 
hath pleaſure in uprightneſs. He delight- 
eth in mercy. Now Chriſtians, try what 
conformitie there is in you to your Hea- 
venly Father in theſe things, 

3. Chriſt js in Heaven, Phil. 3.20, from 
whence we look for a Saviour,&c. We look 
fur him from Heaven: And it is an Arti- 
cle of our Faith, That he #s aſcended in- 
to Heaven : Though Chriſt be in Heaven, 
and you on Earth, yet there isto be in 
- *Chriſtians a conformitic to Jeſus Chriſt: 
Chrilt 
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Chriſt 1s the Head; now he is in Heaven, 
and the members muft be conformed to . 
the Head. T houugh he be in Heaven, yet- 
he hath left us ſuch fout-ſteps on Earth, 
inwkich we are totread. Thoſe that will 
come to Chriſt in Heaven, muſt tread in 
his {ſteps on Earth, and fo aſcend up ta 
him. Chriſtians are (till tobe followers of 
Jelus Chtift. Chriſt is the great Maſter 
they areto follow, and the grand Pattern 
they are to imitate. The great Apoſtle 
laid, Be followers of me, as I ame of Chriſt. 
Now, Chriſtians, trie what conformitie | 
there is in you to Jeſus Chriſt; and you 
have reaſon to put your ſelves upon the 
trial, becauſe the Apoſtle telleth us (Rom. 
0. 28.) We are predeſtinated to be confor- 
med to his Image. Let me tell you, there 
are three things wherein Chriſtians are 
called to be coaformable to Jeſus Chriſt, 
VIz, Sufferings 5 Sandity , Glory. In this 
world we are called to be conformed ta 
Jelus Chriſt in the two firſt: when we come 
to Heaven, we ſhall be made conformable 7 
to him in the latter. Naw the Querielieth 
about the ewo firlt. 

1, Chriſtians, What conformitie js 
there jn you to Jeſus Chriſt in your Suffers" 
MORI E 3 ing? 
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7ngs2 It cannot be that a Chriſtian.can be 
a Chriſtian indeed, but he mult be a ſutffer- 
mp Ehriſtian : if it comenot fo high as to 
reſiſting unto blood, yet it may come to 
bonds and impriſonments; 1t not fo high, 
yet to ſcoffs, nick-names, reproaches, for 
the ſake of Chriſt, Now , Chriſtians, In 
your ſufferings are you conformed to Je- 
ſus Chriſt 2 Do you ſuffer meckly , pati- 
ently. rejoicingly 2 Chriſt was patient in 
his ſufferings : He was led as a ſheep to the 
fhughter. and be opened not his mouth. He 


reviled, he reviled not again; and 1n that, 
the Apoltle Petor telleth us, He left ws an 
example, that we ſhonld tread in his ſteps, 
1 Þet. 2.23. Now trie your (clves whe- 
ther you arelike Chrilt, or the world, un- 
der ſufferings. Itisthe way of the world, 
to return 11ke for like, railing for railing, 
\ reviling for reviling; to fiet, and mur- 
mure, and be impaticnt under their ſuffer- 
ines. Chriſtians, Jeſus Chriſt when he 
- wason earth, and in the days of his ſuffers 
ihg, Was othei wile. Now lee to whom you 
conform in your ſufferirgs , whether to 


| Chcilt or the World, 
2. VVhat 


prayed for his perſecutors: When he was 


—_ 
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2, VVhat conformitie is there in you 
to Jelus Chriſt, inreſpett of SanFity and 
Holineſs? Though Teſus Chriſt be zow in 
Heaven, yet he hath left us his foot-ſteps 
of that wherein weareto tread. He was 
one that went about, doing good. He was 
abundant in dutie, and much in prayer. 
He was ſo holy in the whole courſe of his 
life, that he challenged any to convince 
him of ſin. Heſuticred wrong, but did no 
wrong, neither was guile found in his 
mouth. He was conformable to his Fa- 
ther's will, and it was his meat and drink 
to do it. He was much in felt-dental; he 
denied himſelf in his dcarcſt things; he 
laid alide his own glory : he laid down - 
his own life for the ſalyation of poor fin- 
ners. He was much in holy and heavenly 
diſcourſe, eycr ſpeaking of the Kingdom 
of heaven; and taking occaſion . from 
earthly things, to refle&t on and diſcourſe 
of heavenly things. He was much in in- 
ſtructing, counſelling, comforting his Dif= 
ciples. Heſtood up tor the honour of bi 
Father, and defended the truth againſt all 
oppoſition, All this, and much more, did 
he in the days of his fleſh, when he was on 
earth, and therein lim an example, He 
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made a holy cloſe of his lite 3 As he lived, 
ſo he died. VV hen the time of hisſuffer- 
ing death drew near, he þctook himlelt to 
prayer. Under his laſt ſufferings he beha- 
ved himſelf meckly and patiently. VVhen 
nailed to the Croſs. he prayed for his per- 

ſecutors ſaying, Father, forgive them, for 
- they know not what they do V Vhen he was 
g'ving —= Ghoſt , he commended his 
Soul 10 God, ſaying, Father. into thy bands 

T commit my ſpirit. Thus. Chriſtians, you 
fee a ſhort ſpecimen of Chrilt's Sanity 
"when he was on Earth Now trie your 
conformitie to Jeſus Chriſt; who is now in 
Heaven? Can youſay, Aly Pattern is in 
' Heaven, as Jobſiaid of his Witneſs. Job 16. 
' 19 MyWilneſs is in Heaven? Do you tread 
ww thoſe ſteps of holinefs that Jeſus Chriſt 
Hath left ? which though we cannot ex- 
atly walk in; yet, Do you ſtrive to come 
$ a<ncar in imitating his Example, as you 
t can? Remember, Chiiſtians, The world 
& hath found out other ways than the way 
F of Jeſus Chriſt : There is the way of Caf, 
| and Coreh. and Balaam, and Ejau, and Tſh- 
F avacl,in which the molt of the world walk. 
But the way wherein you are to walk, is 
{ that way Whereta Jelus Chriſt walked 
—_—s Wi ' when 
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when he was on earth. Chriſtians are ca{- 
led to be in this World, as Jeſus Chriſt was 
in this World. | 

2. In Heaven are Angels, Angels of 
Light , whoare called holy Angels, and are 
the Heavenly Courtiers. Theſe are ſome 
of the Inhabitants of the World that is 
to come. Chriſtians, Youre to try what 
conformitie there is in you to theſe hea- 
venlie Spirits, and whether you are con- 
formable to Angels of Light, or Angels of 
Darkneſs. Thoſe who are Nonconformiſts 
to this world , hold ſome conformitie to 
thoſe glorious Angels that inhabit the o- 
ther world; and the great and main con- 
formitie to them. ſtands in our doing the 
will of God on Earth, as the Angels doit 
In Heaven: it is one Petition in the Lord's 
Prayer, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
Heaven. Now try your ſelves by this. 

1. They do the will of God Zealoully, 
with a great deal of heat, fervency, and 
intention of ſpirit , and are therefore cal- 
tel Seraphims. T hey are zealous for his : 
work, and zealous in his work. Are you. 


contormable to them in that e 
2. Angels do the will of God Chearful- 


Jy, with abundance of delight and joys 
| od, 08: 
V 


53 Af NONGCONFORAMIZY 


and therefore they are ſaid to have Harps, 
to ſhcw it 18 their Mulick and Delight. All 


* the+ Services God puts them upon, they go. 


about with abundance of alacritie, Now 
what conformitie is there in you to An- 
gels inthis* When-you goto dutie, Do 
you go about 1t as Angels do about their 
work? Remember, the moſt of the world 
arenever more {ad and dull, than when 
-they arefſet about Heavenlie work; and 
never ſochearful. as when they are out of 
God's. work , and freed. from Heavenlic 
-employments. 

3. Angels in Heaven do the will of God 
-ſpcedilie . and are therefore ſaid to have 
-wings. T hey never diſpute the commands 
of God; noſooner are they bid go, but 
they go. What Mctages they are ſent a- 
bout, what Work they are put upon, they 
do and execute readily and fpeedily. Now 
, Chriſtians, How like Angels are you in do- 
ng the Lord*s work on earth? I he way 
ot the world isto move flowly, as Pharo- 


-ab's Chariots when the W heels were pul- , 


Jed ofi. But. Chriſtians, if you are con- 
 formableto the Angels, there isa readi- 
-neſs of mind in you to dothe will of Godz 
:You ſtand ready preficd for his armies 
& 4l an 
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and have your Eains girded ups  / 
4. Angels dothe:will and work of. God. 

with much felt-denial: They aſcribe all 


| to God, and give him all the glotie; and 


therefore are ſaid tocaſt down their Crownsg 
before the Throne - and in Ezech,1.%. they 
are ſaid to have hands under their wings, 
as concealing their own abilities.” Now, 
Chriſtians, ſee what conformitie there is 
in you tothe Angels, in this paxticular- of 
Self-denial. It's the way of moſt of the 
world, when they do any thing that ig 
good, to boaſt and be proud of itz as the 
Phariſee, of his taſting and - duties, But 
thoſe that are conformable (it>this parti= 
cular)to the Angels in Heaven,do nothing 
as of themſelves, and give all the glory ta 
God; as St. Paul did, who ſaid, Ry the grace 
of God Tam what Tam: andnot 1, but, the 
grace of God which is in me. 

Angels. do the will and the work of * 
God with abundance of love. There is a 
ſweet harmony and agreement among 
them in their Employments; they do not 
croſs or thwart one another, they are obe» 
dient Servants to their Lord, and arein 
love and unitie among themſclves. Ezek. 
I.9, we rcad of the Cherybims , and the 

Sk - living 
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living Creatures, that their wings joined 
oneto another, and they turned not when 
they-went,, and they went. every ohe 
ſtraight forward ; they did not go one this 
way, and another that way, but doſweet- 
ly and mutually correſpond in doing the 


will of God. Now, Chriſtians, What | 


conformitie is there in you to Angels in 
this? Do you ſweetly conſpire and agree 


; together in ſcrving God on Earth? Oh 


that Chriſtians were more Angel like in 
this! Remember, Comtention and Divilt- 


 onis the way of the world, atid the way 
of carnal men: the Apoitic tells us ſo, 1 Cor, 
'3- 3. While there are ſtrifes and diviſions 


among you, are you not carnal, and walk 4s 
wer. Now, Chriſtians, 1 have ſhew'd you 
how the Angels in another world do the 
will of God and try your ſclves what 


, *conformitie there is in you on earth ,. to 


them. | 


4. In Heaven are the Spirits and Souls 
of juſt men made perte&t, Theſlearein a- 


nother world, they are in Heaven; they in- 


* herit the Promiles : and ſuch the Apoſtle 


commands us to be followers of, Heb.6.12. 


> Now what contormitie is there in you £0 


4hem? \ 


1.We 


Commanided and Commended. G6: 
1. We have reaſon to believe there is 
inthem a longingftor a full accompliſhment - 
of the number of the El«R,, and fore full 
revelation of glory, They long for their 
own perteCtion. and that of all the Saints.” 
This the wortkd-longs not for, the coming 
of the Kingdom of Glory, Our Savious 
tells us how it was inthedays of Noah.they 
eat, they drank, &c. and ſaith, it would be 
ſoin the days of his Coming. Now ſee 
what your conformitie 1s1n thisparticular: 
Do you mind the Glory to come ? Is there 
in you a looking for the coming of Jelus 
Chrilt ? | 
2: The Spirits in Heavenare in perfe& 
union. Whatever diſagreements were a- 
mong the Saints on Earth, yet in Heaven - 
they all agree: There Calvin and Luther, 
Ridley and Hooper, are agreed, Now fee 
what conformitie there 1s in you tothem? 
Is it your endeavour to preſerve on Earth 
the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace? 
3-* The Spirits of juſt men departed,are 
with Chriſt, enjoying his preſence, and res. 
joicing init. Tell me, Doyou rejoicein 
the thoughts of it? and do you long for it, 
and to be with Jeſus Chrilt ? | 
Thus for the general Queries, _. 
| 2. Con- 


; 
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':2, Confider ſome particular Queries; 
#nd rhey are to enquire further what Cow- 
formiſts you are to another world ? 


:;'T. Doyoufſpeak the language of ano- 
ther world? Weread of ſpeaking the hex- 
guage of Earnaan:We know of what Coun- 
rrey a manis, by the language that he 
fpeaks. Is your language heavenly s The 
Primitive Chriſtians were charged with 


fpake 10 often of the' Kingdom of God. 
What ſhall we think of thoſe whoſe words 
* arecither worldly or wicked? To what 
"world are they conformed ? 

"7. 2. Whatlitedo you live? Is it thelife 


ir Heaven? And have you the engravings 


of Heaven on them? It is fadto ſee that 


moſt of the world have the engravings of 
Hell upon 'their's. 


+ Tate to another world, or only to this? 

Praying, hearing, holy meditation, prai- 
 fing God, and religious duties, they relate 
toanother world, toan heavenly world 
that jsts come. How fad is is to ſee how. 


being affe&ors of Kingdoms, becaule they 


of another world? Is your Converſation ' 


3- VVhat works do you? Do they: re-* 
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many thereare whoſe works onfp relate ro 
this world; -or tothe'infernal'vvorld of 
Darkneſs, bh 11" Itgs ,2228 

4. VVhat things do you moſt eye and 

look at ? Are they the thyngsof another 

world, or of this vvorld ? The Apoſtle 

faith (2 Cor,q-the laſt), Fe look not upon the 
things thkt' are ſeen,&c. Do youmolt eye 
and long after heavenly Glory, Treaſares, 

and Pofteſſions, or Earthly ? | | 

5. VVhat vvorld is it you make the 

greateſt preparation and proviſltonfor?Doa 

you provide for that 'vvyorld that novv is, 

or forthat that is to come? VVe read of 
the fool in the Goſpel, that cheer'd him- 

ſelf vvith that, That he had goods laidnp 

for many years. Hovv many are there,thaz 

have no thonghts of another vvorld? That 

provide for their peace, and ſafety, and 

contentment in this vvorld ; that ſay;#hat 

ſhall we dotoberich e but ncver ask, What 

they ſhall do to be ſaved? that lay up for 

themſelves treaſures onearth, but lay not up 


treaſures in heaven f' . * 
6. VVhat place, and vvhar vvorld do, 


you look uparl as your home? Is it this 
vvorld, orthat tocome? If that tocome, 
then you are in this, as\ſ{trangers and pil+ \ 
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grims$ you lodg.init asinan Inn;and you 
walk through it as perſons unconcerned in 
- *tts ſinful luits and vanities, 

77. What Right and [atereſt do you moſt 
rejoicein? Is it, that you have an Intereſt 
in this world? or,that you have an Intereſt 
in the world to come? ls it in that portion 
you enjoy here, or in that portion that 
God hath reſerved for his in another 
world? Is it in your Manſions here, or in 
thoſe that Chriſt bath provided 1n his Fa- 
ther*s Kingdom for his? 

8. VVhence do you fetch all your com- 
fort in any ſad and cloudy condition ? Is it 
from this world, or from the thoughts of 
another world , where there ſhall be no 
more ſorrow, nor weeping, nor death,@*, 

9. VVhat promiles do you moſt priſe? 
V'Vhether thoſe that are made concernin 
this world,or thoſe that concern the worl 
that is te come? The Apoſtle telleth us, 
That godlineſ; bath the promiſes of both But 
he that is a Noncoxformiff to this world 
doth moſt highly ,priſe the latter , and 
would not be without them for a world, 
to enjoy the former, . | 

10. How do youdo the Civil buſineſles 
of thjs world? * git do them as relating 

© © 
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to another world? Do you ſo eat, and 
drink, and marry, and uſc the World, as 
thoſe that think of Eternity, and asthoſe 
that ſhortly look for Eternity ? Do you 
ſo uſe this World, as thoſe that muſt fhort- 
ly leave,it, and muſt go hence, to livein 
another World? It's fad to fee how many 
there are, that live in this world as if there 
were no lite to come,nor any other World 
tobe looked for. Now, Chriſtians, if you 
are Noxconformiſts to this World, you uſe 
it with weaned affections, as thoſe whoſe 
time is ſhort, and are paſſing out of this 

life into another. | 
Thus much for the Evidences, Whes 
ther we are Nonconformiſts to-this 

World. | 


3. Directions what to do; with Con- }.. 
ſiderations propounded, that woman hot 
be Conformiſts to this World: With 
Means and Helps preſcribed, How we may. : 
be delivered from ſuch a Conformity, * 


1, Thoſe that would be Nonconformiſts F 


to this World, muſt be much ia comparing 
both Worlds together, this World, with 
that which is to come. They muſt take a. 

F view 
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grims; you lodg init asin an Inn;and you 
walk through it as perſons unconcerned in 
4ts (ſinful lults and vanities, 

7. What Right and [atereſt do you moſt 
rejoicein? Isit, that you have an Jatereſt 
in this world ? or,that-you have an Intereſt 
in the world to come? ls it in that portion 
you enjoy here, or in that portion that 
God hath reſerved for his in another 
world? Is it in your Manſions here, or in 
thoſe that Chriſt hath provided in his Fa- 
ther*s Kingdom for his? 

\ 8, VVhence do you fetch all your com- 
fort in any ſad and ciqudy condition? Is it 
from this world, or fromthe thoughts of 
another world , where there ſhall be no 
more ſorrow, nor weeping, nor death,e*c, 

9. VVhat promiſes do you moſt priſe? 
VVhether thoſe that are made concernin 
this world,or thoſe that concern the worl 
that is te come? The Apoſtle telleth us, 
That godlineſ; bath the promiſes of both But 
he that is a Noncouformift to this world 
doth moſt highly priſe the latter , and 
would not be without them for a world, 
to enjoy the former, . 

10. How do you do the Civil buſineſles 
. of this world? Do youdo themas relating 

F to 
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to another world? Do you ſo eat, and 
drink, and marry, and uſe the World, as 
thoſe that think of Eternity, and asthoſe 
that ſhortly look for Eternity ? Do you 
ſo uſe this World, as thoſe that mult fhort- 
ly leave it, and muſt go hence, to livein 
another World? It'sfad tofee how many 
there are, that live in this world as if there 
wereno lite to come,nor any other World 
tobe looked for. Now, Chriſtians, if you 
are Nowconformiſts to this World, you uſe 
It with weaned affections, as thoſe whoſe 
time is ſhort, and are paſſing out of this 
life into another. | 
Thus much for the Evidences,, Whe+ 
ther we are Nonconformiſts to this 
World. | 


3. Directions what to do; with Con- }_ 
liderations propounded, that we may not 
be Conformiſts to this World: 'Wuth 
Means and Helps preſcribed, How we may... 


* 


1, Thoſe that would be Nonconforeiſts 


{ tothis World, muſt be much ia comparing |. 


both Worlds together, this World, with 


that which is to come. They muſt take a 
F 16W 
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view of both Worlds, and by that means 
they will come to diſcern which of the two 
is moſt worthy of their conformity, to 
which it's moſt rational toconform, When 
we have compared them together, as we 
ſhall find this World not worthy to be 
compared with the World to come;ſo nei- 
ther worthy to be conformed to. 

So, conſider what a World that is, 'that 
is tocome ; and then ſee how worthy that 
World is of a Chriſtian's conformity, The 
Scripture gives us ſome account of the 
World tocome, what a World it is; and 
by that light we (hall walk, in making a 
deſcription of it. 

1. The World tocome, 1s an Eternal 
World. This World is but temporary ; this 
is but this preſent world , this now world, 
which ſhorrly will not be. As David faith 
of the-wicked of the world ( Pſal. 37. ), 
Tet a little while, and the wicked ſhall not 
be; thou ſhalt ſeek his place © So We may 

ſay of ' this World, Tet a little while, and it 
' will be no more, and its place will wot be 
Found. The great Creator ſet up this 
Earthly Worldto be as a Stage, wherein 
men (1n their ſucceſſive generations) are 
to act their parts'for ſome thouſands of 

' | _ years, 
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years, and then God will take it down, Ir 
1s reſerved for firezit is drawing to its end, 
as the Apoſtle Peter faith, The end'ef al 
things # at hand. The World tocome, is 
an enduring-world, which will toall Eter- 
nity continue, when this World will beno 
more. Chriſtians, remember, you are made 
for Eternity ;' and if upon this account 
you compare both World's together, you 
cannot but conclude,its the Eternal world 
you are to be Conformiſts to. 

2/ The World tocome is an Vnchange- 
«ble World; its firm and fixed; a Kingdom 
that cannot be ſhaken, Heb. 12.28.Bur this 
Worldis a changeable World, and all the 
things of this World arc changeable 
things. All the men in the World are 
changeable Creatures;they arc allchildren 
of Change : Here one Generation goeth, 
and another comcth. There is no fixed- 
neſs, ſetledneſs, ſtability here : Like the 
Moon , this World hath her changes. But 


- the World tocome, is the World that fs 


unchangeable. As with the Gad of Hea- - 
ven there is no variablencſs; ſoit is with. 
Heaven it {clf. Now compare the twa 


" Worlds uponthis account , and ſee which 


is moſt worthy of your Conformity. _ 
T2 3. The | 


% 
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3. The World: to come is a. Gloriows 
World. It is the place where Glory dwells, 
Heaven isthe Houſe of Glory; its called 
the Kizedom of Glory; all that inhabit it, 
are glorious. I here is the place where the 
o_ God ( who inhabitcth Eternity ) 
oth and will toall Eternity make the ma- 
nifeſtations of his Glory. When we look 
upon the viſible Heavens ( which are but 
the outſide of that Houſe), and ſee them 
ſoglorious, How glorious then are the 
Manfions within ? As for this World. it is 
the place where Miſcry and Baſeneſs 
dwells. Now if you compare the two 
worlds upon this account, then judg which 
world is moſt worthy of your confor- 
mity. 
4. The Heavenly World is a Holy World, 
where no (in dwells. It's called the Holy 
Heavens, Plal.20.5, There dwells righte- 
ouſnels, 2 Pet. 3.13. Ie look for new Hea- 
vens, and new Earth, wherein dwells righte- 
 @v/zeſs. Nouwunclean thing fhall or can en- 
ter there. The Apoſtate Angels, for their 
fin ard diſobedicnce, were caſt out thence, 
and ſhall know their place there no more 
to all cternity. The Heavenly Jeruſalem 18 
deſcribed to be a City paved with Gold; 
| ts 
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to ſhew, among other things, 1ts purity. 
Now this world is an unholy world. Gal. 
1.4. it's there called, this preſent evil 
world. It's an evil world , both 1n reſpect 
of Miſery, and in reſpect of Sin. But in 
that world which-is to come, as there wul 
beno ſuffering, lo no ſerning. T he Inhabt- 
tantsof that world will to all Eternity be 
above both. Now it you compare the 
two worlds upon this account, then judg 
which world 1s to be conformed to, 

5. The worldtocome is a 9wiet and 
Peaceable World. It's 'the world of reſt, 
where there areno \tirrs, no troubles, no 
diſturbances, no diſquietments. It's the 
place wherereſt only 1s tobe found All 
Chriſtians, while they are 1n this world, 
muſt ſay, Here is not our reſt. Rev. 15.2, 
the world is reſembled to a Sea of Glaſs 
mingled with fire: A Sea of Glaſs, toſhew 
its brittlencfs and {lipperinefs; and aringe" 
led with fire, (i.e.) with the fire of afflitt»'. 
ons, troubles , perſecutions, This world 
indeed is a Chriſtian's Hell, Now compare 
the two worlds together upon this ac-" 
count, and ſee which 1s worthy of your 


conformity. : 
6. The world to come, is the world for 


F 3 which 
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which man was chie/ly mad:. Chriſtians, re- 
member, you arc made for another world, 
T his world is to be but only «s 4a Inn, in 
which you are to lodg as ſtrangers and tra- 
vellers, in your way and paltage: to ano» 
ther world. Chriſtians muſt fay of it. That 
here they have no abiding City. but ſeek, one 
that is tocome; andtlat is, the world to 
come. Man is a Creature made capable of 
Immortality 3 he hath an immortal woul ; 
and this ſhews he was made tor another 
world. I he Apoſtle tellsus (1 Cor. 15.19), 
Tf in this life only we bad hope in Ch riſt , we 


were of all mew roſs miſe rable. Chriſtians, T4 


you bad been made only tor this lite, and 

had your kopcs cnly in this world, and did 
not cxpect and hope for the great things of 
Sheker life. ang world that 1s to come; 
you were of al] mcn molt miſcrable, Re- 

embLcr, you were made tor this End, To 
gloriſtz God, andto enjoy him to all Fterni- 
t7. Andthis fhews, that then you mult be 
mace tur anotier world, V Vhere can you 
{.rve lin for evcr, and enjoy him for ever, 
butin another world ? Toling prailes and 
Hallciujahs wo Gud, will be the work of 
Saints inthe Heavenly world. There they 
Ilals + -raitc God roall | Lteinity, and ſhew 
what 


v 
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what eternal debtors they are to Mercy 
and Free-grace. And then for the other 
chiet End of man, which 1s, The enjoyment 
of God for ever; where can that be but in 
another world? The eternal fruition of 
God, and Chriſt, muſtbe in a world that is 
Eternal , which 1s that world that is to 
come. Now,Chriltians. conftider,what you 
do here inrelation to ſerving of God, 18s 
but the beginning of that work we have 
todo in Heaven; and what you enjoy of 
God here, is but only a taſte of that we 
ſhall enjoy of him in another world. Now 
upon this account conſider , Chriſtians, 
what world is worthy of your confors 
mity. | 
7. The world to come, is the world 
drawing near to #8 5 and the world preſent, 
1s the world going from ws. Chriſt, when he F 
began to preach, ſaid, The Kingdom of Hea- 
ven is at hand : where, by the Kingdom of 
Heaven, is meant the Heavenly Coſpel, 
which open'd and made way to that world 
that is tocome. So, let fnetel} you, The 
world to come, is at handz'the world to 
come, is the world to bez this preſent 
world, ere long, will not be. It 1s near 
parting with jane vve ſhould beſo vvith 
1.v9 4 ; nt, 
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it. Eternity is at hand, and vve live upon 
the borders of it This vvorld hath not 
long to be, nor vve long tobe init: vvhen 
"ye go out of it, ye enter upon Eternity; 
you gotoan Eternal V Vorld, vvhere you 
mult bave an Eternal Being, Now com- 
pare theſe tvvo vvorlds together upon all 
theſe accounts, and judg rationally which 


1s moſt yvorthy of your conformity. 
Thus for the firſt Dire@7on. 


| 2. Diredion. That you-may be Noncon- 
} formiſts tothis vvorld , compare together 
1 the conſequences of a Conformity. and a 
Nonconformity to the vvorld, Compare 
together the conveniences and incanve- 
niences,the advantages and diſadvantages, 
the gain and the loſs, that you have by 
cronforming and not conforming to this 
- yyorld. So here are twothings to be done: 


\ 


1. To conſider , VVhat you vvill 
gain by being Corformiſts ta the 
vyorld. 

2. What.you will loſe by zot confarm- 
ing: to the vvorld. 


- T- Cgnlider, vyhat you vvilt gain by 
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conforming to the world. All you gain, 
amounts but to this, The World's good-will, 
and the World's good-word, If you-be X 
Conformiſt to the world , you ſhall have 
the love, and favour, and affetionof the 
world; you ſhall be hubg'd in her boſome, 
you ſhall fit in her lap, you ſhall be ac- 
counted her Darlings', when others ſhall 
be but her Out-cafts; you ſhall be high 
in the world's eſteem 3 the men of the 
world will ſpeak well of you living, and 
(perhaps)well of you when you are dead.” 
They will ſpeak what a loſs they have, 
what an honeſt man is gone. This is the 
moſt ( tor ought I ſee) a man gains by a 
conformity to this world , To have the 
men of the world's good-will and good- 
word; whereby a man enjoys ſome out- . 
ward peace, and quietneſs, and freedom 
from trouble; that ( as the Pſalmiſt 
(peaks) he comes not in trouble like other 
men, And, befides all this, it may be he 1s 
made partaker of ſome of the world's 'F 
Promotions and Preferments. T his is the Þ 


| ſumof vvhata man gains by being a Com- 


formiſs to this world. 
- 2, Conſider, Whata man loſeth by a 


Conformity to this world, So conſider. 
what that loſs amounts to. 1.A 


94 4 NONCONFORMITY 


1. Aloſsof inward peace, That man 
can have no true peace in his own ſpirit, 
that walks. by a Rule that is deſtruttiveto 
his own ſoul, Ila. 57.27. There # no peace; 
faith my God, to the wicked. And it go 
peace tothe wicked, then what peace can 
there be to thoſe that conform to this 
world? Conformity to the world may 
give aman ſome outward peace; but it can 
never give a man that peace that 1s true 
peace, which is peace within, which 1s the 
peace of God and not of the world, 4 
_ peace paſſing underſtanding. 

2. Such as contorm to the world, loſe 
the tavour of God. He that makes him- 
ſelf aFavourucot the world, makes him- 
{clf one whom God looks upon as an E- 
nemy : Jam. 4.4. The friendſhip of the 
world is enmity with God. He that is a 
friend to the (1nful courſes, faſhions, man- 
. ners, and ways of the world, isa profelled 
enemy to God , -and God profeſleth him- 
 felf an enemy to him. How ſhall God 
love and attcct, tavour and delight in that 
man , who forlakes thoſe rules and ways 
that he hath preſcribed him to walk 10, 
and to contorn to thoſe patterns and ex- 


awplcs which hc hath propoſed to him ta - 
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imitate; tocloſe with thoſe ways, and to 
follow thoſe examples which he hath flat- 
ly forbid us to walk in, and to conform to? 
So that every Conformiſt to the world is 
ſuch a perſon as lotfeth the favour of 
God. 

Now come and compare this gain and 
lols together. | 

1, The gaining of outward, and the 
loſs of inward peace; and tellme, What 
ſhall ir profit a man to gain worldly peace, 
and loſe inward and ſpiritual peace? It's 
peace inthe ſopl and ſpirit, that 1s the true 
peace. Chriſt told his, That in him they 
ſhould have peace , when yet in the world 
they ſhould have affiiFion. It 18 not peace 
from trouble, but peace ix trouble; peace 
within, when there is trguble without, that 
is true peace. A man's greateſt trouble, ig, 
trouble within, when it 1510 his own ſpi- 
rit: Prov. 23.14, The ſpirit will ſuſtain his 
infirmities; but 4 wounded /pwit, who cam 
bear * There are the lending-parts, and 
the borrowing-patts, in the body. If the 
lending-parts, as the heart, and brain, &cz 
be wounded; the borrowing-parts , wiz! 
hand, or foot, cannot relieve them : butiff 


if the borrowiog-parts be: wounded , the: 


lend; | 
dd . 


_  — ———_——_—— 
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lending-parts can relieve them. A quiet 
and a peaceable Spirit and Conſcience, re- 
tieves againſt all outward troubles, and 
helps a man to ſuſtain all his outward i in- 
firmities: But if there be trouble in the 
ſpirit, outward peace »nd profperity can- 
not relieve that. Let the Winds be never 
ſo high and bluſtring, yet they cannot 
make an Earth-quake, but it's wind got- 
ten into the inwards and bowels of the 
earth, that cauſeth that. It is not troubſe 
without, that can trouble us, while there is |] © 
peace withiy; no more than Hatl-ſtones 
ratling on the Tiles of the Houſe,can hurt 
| us, while we are at a Feaſt in adry and. 
warm Houſe. Alas! what is outward peace 
* without inward} Peace without, when 
there 1s trouble within, can giveno peace 
tothe ſpirit. it reacheth not the leading- 
4 part. The Earth may as ſoon give light to 
f the Sunand a T empeit give re[t tothe Sea, 

ÞF as outward *#nd worldly peace can give 
reſt toa wounded fpirit. What comfort is 
'there in a man's being aſſured of freedom 
{from the World's perſecutions, and to be 
under the apprehenſion of the purſuits of 
| prenal Wrath? Now compare theſe two 


ether, the lols of worldly and inward- 
peace, 


m—_ —__y 


«+. 4 «a. wy pw ft © 
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peace, and then contlider what you gain by 
having peace-without, and loling peace 
within. | 
2. Compare together the gaining 6f the 
world's favour, and the loling of the fa- 
vour of God, and ſee what it will profit to' 
be the world's Fatourite, and God's EF. 
nemy. To have the world ſpeak well of 
you, and to have the Lord. ſpeak againſt 
you. To have the world well vleaſed with 
us, and to lye uuder the diſpleaſure of an 


Almighty God. To be the World's Dar= . [ 


lings, and Goes ,Out-caſts. To be the 


O 


World's choſe ones, and to be God's Re=' 4 


probates. To have the world commend 


us, and God condemn us? Surely, thoſe W 
that have a kindneſs far the World's Fa« ! 
vours, do little know or gpglider what the 
Favour of God is, Which they . lgſe by | 
gaining that. They little thi atyn his 
tavour is lite 3 and; that his favors bet» 
ter than life. That it 1s his KealP chr : 
makes Heaven; and his Wratly and Diſs 
pleaſure that makes Hell. Now compare 
this 'gain of the World's Favous; with the Þ8 
loſs of the Favour of Ggd, and ſee what # 
reaſon you have to conform to the 


World, 
* 


2. Con- 8 


by 
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\ 2. Conſider what you loſe, and what 
you gain,by not conforming to this world; 
and comparethoſe two together , and ſee 
which doth preponderate. 

'x. Conlidec what is the loſs of not con- 
formigg to the world. I have ſpoken ſome- 
thing to this before, and ſhall be brief in 
# here. &ll the loſs amounts but ro ſome- 
thing that is only outward and temporal, 
#3. Credit,a good report from the world, 
8 good repute with the world, worldly 
peace, freedom from the world's troubles 
and perſecutions, the Wpetd's Favour,and 
its Preferments. The higheſPit can amount 
> to, is but loſs of Eſtate, loſs of Liberty, 

| lofs of Life. This is the ſum of what a 
J *man loſeth by not complying with, and 
| not conforming go the world. . 
W 32+ Jens conſifer what a man ſhall 
F gain Hy Mt conforming to the world. 
F This ypc great thing every one is apt to 
L cnquiFetiwf, If 14s ſo, what ſhall T get 
+ by it? As Reter _— , Maſter, we have left 
b a and folowed thee; Whit ſhell we have e 


$o, if any-{hail ſay, We indeed heaf that 

© is our duty to be Noneonfornriſts to, the 

'World; and we know, ſuch a Noxconfor* 

| mityis attended with many ———— 
| an 
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and we would gladly know what advan«- 
tages do attend ſuch a Norconformit y; and 
whether they over-weigh the diſadvanta- 
ges? Toſatishe ſuch, conſider what ſuch 
a one gains whois a Nonconformiſt to the 
Works | 
1. He gains the love, and eſteem, = 
good report of thoſe that are godly, an 
that are really ſo. Chriſt hath ſome cho- 
ſen precious ones in the World, redeemed 
from the World, that are not of the world, 
whoſe Names are written in Heaven, who 
are Virgins, (.e.) who are not defiled nor 
ſpotted with the World's corruptions and 
pollutions; you have a deſcription of 
them, Rev. 14-4, Oc. ſuch as vvalk in the 
ſteps of Ghriſt here, and ſhall vvalk vvith 
Chriſt in vvyhite hereafter. Novv confi- 
der, Ybur not conforming to the World, 
vvill gain the good report of theſe. What 
the Apoſtle ſaith, (Heb. 1 1.2. By faith the 
Elders obtained a goodreport ) may I fay, 
By this Nonconformity you vvill obtain a # 
200d report from thofe that are truly and 
lincerely good. Novv compare this gain 
vvith the tore-mentioned lofs: What is 
it to loſe the good vvord of a Drunkard,a 


; 


Swearer,a filthy wicked prophane roy | 


© 


- 


: 
, 
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and to be vvell reported of by thoſe that 
are holy and pious? Let metell you,Next 
to God's Approbation, the Approbation 


of thoſe that are godly, is moſt deſirable. . 


W hat comfort vvill this give a man upon 
his dying-bed, that all the Drunkards and 


| Prophane perſons in the Countrey , com- 


mend him, and ſpeak vvell of him? Our 
Saviour ſaid , Woto you when all men ſhall 
ſpeak well of your and urely then, Wo to 
that man of vvhom none can ſpeak vvell, 


\ but only ſuch as are vvicked. 


2. By not conforming to the World, 
Fou vvill not only gain a good report from 


godly men, but allo from God himielf:let me 


tell you, They are ſuchas God makes high 
account of, whom Jeſus COOY pri- 
feth, and vvhom the Angels in Heaven re- 


; joice over. Look but into Scripture, and 


lce hovy highly God commends thoſe 


vvho are Nonconformiſt.s to the men of 


their generation: The Apoltle(in Heb.1t1.) 
[peaks of the Faith of the holy men of old, 
8s Enoch, of vvhom it's ſaid, be walked with 


| God; andof Noa, who by building the 
\ Ark upon the vvarning he had from God, 
condemaed the World. Let me tell you 
'vyhat the Apoltle ſpeaks of all them 


re 


{n 
\ 
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in relation to their Faith, we may ſpeak of 

them in relation to their Nonconformity to = 
the world; that, as the Apoſtle faith, v.2" 
by Faith they obtained a good report z 
ſo, by their Noncorformity tothe world. 
What was Enoch, but a Nonconformiſt 2 
What was Noah, but a Nonconformiſe.to 
the men of his generation? What were 
Abraham, and Tſaac, and Jacob , but Non- 
conformiſts to the world, whenit is ex- 
prelly ſaid of them, v. 13. that they con- 
telled that they were ſtrangers and pilgrims 
on the eatth;, that they did look after a bet- _ 
ter Conntrey, (i.e.) a heavenly one? What 
was Moſes but a 'Nonconformiſt to this 
World, who refuſed to be called the ſon of 


Pharoah's daughter, who choſe rather to 


ſuffer afftiGion with the people of God, than 


to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon; who 
eſteemed the regroach of Chriſt greater ri- 
ches than the treaſures of Fe ypt ?. This 1s 
an eminent and high demonſtration of his. 


Nonconformity tothe World, And fo I 

might {peak of the reſt, who were all per- 

ſons of whom the world was not worthy; who 

obtained a good report fromGod; and of 

whom we may lay as the Apoſtle doth, 

(Heb. 11.13.) 46 oy dyed in faith : ” 
| W £ 


'% 
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all theſe lived and dyed Nonconformiſts to 
the World. How highly and honourably 
doth the Lord ( in Scripture ) ſpeak of 
theſe Nonconformiſts * No doubt but the 
men of thcic generation luoked upon them 
as men ſingular, faQious, humorous, as ſuch 
that delighted to be unlike their Neigh- 
bours. But the Lord ſpeaks of them as ex- 
cellent , and precious, and ſuch of whom 
the World was not worthy. Now com- 
pare theſe together , and ſce whether 1s 
better, To be well reported of -by the 
World.or to be well reported of by God? 
* What though the World account ſuch pre- 
ciſe Fools, it the Lord call ſuch the only wiſe 
in the worlds It is not whom the World 
commends. but whom God commends.that 
are praiſe-worthy indeed. Aoſes , in the 
 blefiing of Joſeph, Dent. 33. 16.. he wiſh- 
g#ecthto him the good: will of bim that dwelt 
- # the buſh. To have the good-will and 
& the good-word of God, is that that is moſt 
&- dchrablc in this lite. 
3. That you may be Nonconformiſts to 
this World, Be much in comparing toge- 
ther Rules and Patterns, Thote of the 
- Word, and thoſe of the World, Take a ; 
I 8 view 
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view of both, and then conſider theſe 
three things. 1 


Firſs, Which are moſt worthy your 
conformity. 
Secondly , To which you are moſt obli- 
ged andengaged to conform. 
Thirdly , By your conformity to which, 
you ſhall moſt benefit and advantage your 
ſelves, 


Firſt, Conſider, whether the Rules and 
Examples of the Word, or of the World, 
be molt worthy of your conformity, So 
conſider, | 

1. What the World's Rules, and Com- 
mands, and Preſcriptions are. You will 
find them to be all corrupt , erroneous, 
baſe, unclean, unholy. And you will hnd F 
its Examples ſuch likewiſe : The Rules is iſ 
hath, by which it'doth and aQts things, ag 
by which it judgeth of things, are all 
naught, Who can bting a clean thing out 
of an unclean, faith Job 2 And haw can a 
filthy and unclean World, preſcribe Rules & 
that are otherwiſe? Take a ſurvey of its 
Rules: r, For judging of things; It makes 
this one of its great Rules by which it 

| G 3 judgeth. 


dy 
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judgeth of things, Whether they be Good 
or Evil, by the ſuitableneſs or unſujtable- 
neſs there is inthem, to ſinful fleſh, and 
corrupt nature. I might name many other 
Rules of the like nature; but for brevity's 
fake I omit them. 2. For its Rules for pra- 
- Etice, they are finful and corrupt too. I 
ſhall game you ſome, (viz.) To do 2s the 
moſt do, is one Rule. To do as the greates} 
do, is another Rule. To do as our Anceſtors 
and Fore-fatbers did, (-who lived in dark 
and corrupt times) is another Rule, To do 
what rejped s our outward eaſe , and credit, 
and quiet, inthis world, that we may ſieep 
in a whole (kin, is another Rule. In a 
word , 7p do what is good in onr , own eyes , 
-and to do what tends to the pleaſing and gra- 
tifyivg of our luſts, is another Rule.l might 
Dame more ; but let thele ſuffice. 

Next, fpr the World's Patterns and Ex- 
S#mplcy,, take a view of them: Youwill 
'Mdthemall corrupt and naught. If you 

look with a right eye upon them, you will 
& find they all have ugly, baſe, ſinful inſcrip- 
$-.tions onthems; as of Prophanenef, Drun- 
| .kenycls , Swearing, Covetoulnels, Pride, 
| $18 Uncleangels, and of all Ungod- 
| -linefs, Atheiſm, Indittcrency in Religion, 
\ "5G Luke- 
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Lukewarmneſs, Denying the' power of | 
Godlineſfs, &c. Such are the World's Ex- - 
amples. And fol have ſhew'd 'you what : 
the World's Rules tor judging and pra- 
(tice, are; and what its Patterns and Ex» 
amples are, All naught. AT 

2, Now I ſhall come to ſhew you, what * 
the Rules and Examples of the Word are, 
thatſo upon comparing them together, 
you may ſee which are molt worthy of 
your conformity. As for the Rulesot the , 
Word, they arc holy, they are pure, they 
are perfeCt;'fo are all-the Rules of the 
Word, both for judging of things ,- and 
tor practice. 


1. For the Rules preſcribed us in the F 


Word, they are all pure; I might name 
many; but among others, take, theſe 
three. | 

\ 1. The VVord teacheth us to judg.of - 
things as God judgeth of them, whoſe. 
judgment is according to truth y, thenjudg= 
ment of the VVorld! is according to ap» 
© pearance and corrupt phanralie. | 
2. The Word teacheth us to judg of 
' things asthey have relation to the Souk, . 
T hat, that is good which is good for the 
Soul, which tends to the making of 
G 3 us 


not what pleaſeth men. 
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us mote Holy and Heavenly. 


« 3.' The Word teatheth us tojudg of 
things to be good or evil, as they relate to 
a mares'future and eternal ſtate. So, thoſe 
things to be good, that concern a man's 
eternal well beings and thoſe thingsto be 


evil, that relate to eternal miſery. 


Thus for the Rules of jud ging of things. 


Next, for the Rules of PraQtice, I ſhall 
name ſorne of many ) bogs z you will 
find them all holy and pu 
- 1, Is this; Doing _ pleakerh God, 

leaſmg God, 
hom ever we difpleaſe. This isa Rule in 
te Word, for practice; ittellethus, We 


' ſhouldnot be the ſervants of men,to pleaſe 


their finful humours, and luſts, and fan- 
CICS. 

2. Todo as the beſt do, and not as the 
»w0ft doc: where, by [beſt] we mean not 
the beſt of the Pariſh, who are accounted lo 
for their Riches, and Lands, and Poſlefli- 


- ons; but the be#/ in reſpect of Godlinels 


and Holineſs. 

3. Inall things wedo, to prefer ſuſſer- 
ing before ſinning. To chuſe Affliction ra- 
{ther than Sln, It gives us to conſider,that 

the 
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the leaſt evil of Sin, hath more evil in it 
than the greateſt evil of Suffering, 

4. Inall wedo, to reſpect more inward, 
than outward peace. To regard (molt) 
peace 1n our own Spirits and Conſciences. 
Toremember what the Martyr ſaid , There 
were no Stocks tothe Stocks of an evil Con- 
ſcience, Tohave acare to preſerve the 
Bird in our boſome. 

5. Doing good, and avoiding evil, 
though with diſadvantage to our ſelves, 
when the good concerns eternal life, and 
the diſadvantage only this lite. 

Thus for ſome of the Rules for practice, 

Next, for the Patterns and Examples 
that the VVordof God holds out to us. 
You will find them all holy, having the In- 
{criptions of Heaven and Holineſs on 
them. So it propounds to us, for our imi- 
tation, the Examples, (Firſt) Of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Secondly, Of Holy men, and ſuch 
as were Followers of Jeſus Chrilt. 

1.0f Jeſus Chriſt Soit holds him out to ug" 
as our great Pattern to imitate. Ieſhews us F 
the ſteps of his Humility, Meekneſs, Pa- 
tience, Obedience, Holinels, Heavenlineſs- 
| 2. It holdsout to us the Examples of 
Holy men, for our imitation, more famous 
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intheir Generation than others. for their 
Faith, Picty.Patience, Holineſs, Zeal, Heb. 
G. 12: Be ye followers of them who through 
faith and patience inherit thePromiſes.Con. 
ſider, the Scripture propounds to us for 
our example , ſuch as inherit the Promiſes 
of God; the V Vorld propounds ſuch as 
inherit the TI hreatnings of Gad. The 
Word propouids to us for our ex- 
amples, fuch as now are in Heaven, 
The V Vorld propounds ſuch, who (tor 
ought we know are either in Hell, or in 


have givcn you a brief ſpecimen and view 
of the VV orld s Rulesand Examples,and 
of thoſe of the VVoard; 2nd now compare 
themtogether., andjudg whichare moſt 
worthy of your contormity. Upon your 
comparing thent tugethcer, vow will find 
the rclult tobe this. 
1. Thatthe Rules and Fixamples of the 
V Vord arc more high, and noble, and ex+ 
cellcnt, thantholc ot the VVorld: The 
VVorld's Rules and Examples are low and 
'-baſe; and a Chriltian deba{cth himſelf in 
conforming to them; they are below a 
Chriſtian's Calling,they are below a Chri- 
$ ſtja0's Spirit, they ate below a Chriſtian's 
B: | Profeſſion, 


; 


the road-way to Hell, Now, Chriſtians, I. 


ll SE... ans. LE... Eon — 2g 


Commanded and Commented, 89 MX: 


Profeſſion, they are below a Ckriſtian's 
Hope and Ragetieaics ; and ſo muſt needs 
be too low for his conformity and imitati- 
on. Man is an excellent Creature, he was ' 
made a little lower than the Angels;ſo that 
(next to the Angels) he is the molt no- 
ble of Creatures. And God,that gave Man 
a noble Being, gave himalſoa noble Rule 
to live and walk by. As God made not 
man to be his own End, neither did he 
make him to be his own Rule. From whom 
he received his Being, he was to receive his 
Rule. His Rule was, the Will and Law of 
his Creator ; and herein ſtood his excel- 
lency, in confgrming to that Rule, When 
man conformed to another Rule, he loſt 
his excellency. God made man upright, but 
(as Solomon laith) they have found out many 
inventions. So, God made Man excellent; 
but haviog found out other Rules to con- 
form to, than thoſe of his Creator, they 
have loſt their excellency. There was.a, 
high and noble Rule, for a high and noble » 
Creature; and that Rule is, the Rule of 
the Word , which contains the revealed 

Will of the Creator, 
2, You will find this, upon comparing 
them together, That the Ryles and me 
/ Pics 


Go OA NONCONFORMITY 
* plesof the Word are more pure and holy, 
than thoſc of the World. Conlider what 
slaidot the Word of God, and what is 
faid of the Wor!d : Of the Word of God 
the Scripture laith, zt x pare, wry pure, as 
Gold tryed im the fire ſeven times. Of the 
World n'>laid, that tt» faful. evil, and 
that of Locth rn wickheduri:. Now. as thic 
Ward 1. fo arc its Rules, and as the 
Warld , foarn its: A pure Word hath 
cRulcs: and an WING are V V art qt 


needs prok rife wnpure Rules I he rgher 
thn arc. the prirer they art VV hat is 
Py r 1 t 1 Heenet from off Comma tran 
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* | ones, thatare propounded to us for our 
t | conformity and imitation. 
'$ » 


0bj. Ir's true, ſome may here cxcept a» 
4 gamtt the Examples. and lay , What, was 
" | there wo droſi in them' Had wot the beſh 
| Sarmts their farlemgs and corruption? Were 


they perfectly pure, mithout ftare or bleanrfh 


Anſ. Totn we anfwer: Thatthe ©xu 
114" be's an Parrerms that the VV ard at 
Go! holds out ro us for ori moor athrarn. arg 
s Hratd you bertore of rw tarts | Hate 
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w mare Holy ant Hoeaventy 
» B The W ard! woartett wn 142 nary of 
Rays wir pron 7 47, o they retere by 
Sears hawc an ner ns ot War Harte 
things #6 be grns! | het come rt 4 mann ns 
err rmal a oo Hg ent Hed things ty bu 
eve! rice bei ete bes tern: mniinrty 

Frogs firms the: Roe ot pact prong of thang 


Now aw te Role ff Practice, 1 hf! 
name lome f of many ) to you, you will 
fant them al! Wes! and pore 

i, kite: Derg what plea th Gal. 
am what rica th men, leahmng (od, 
hom ever wo wilpica Th waRulcm 
the Ward, for praftice; nectkertbus, We 
ſhould nat be the fer v.nts of men, to pleate 
their latul humours, and luſts , and fan- 
CIs. 

2+ Todo as the beſt do, and not as the 
woft do; where. by | beſt | we mean not 
the beft of the Parr), who are accoumed to 
for theic Richcs, and Lands, and Pollefli- 
ons; bur the bei/ in reſpe&t of Godlinels 
and Holineſs, | 
3. lnall things we do, to prefer ſufſer- 
| ing before ſinning. To ed? at 
| ther than Sia. It gives usto on” 

| tac 


Commended end Commended. Oy © 
the leaft evil ot Yin hath more evil a i 
han the greate ft cn of ot Swfirrnmng 
F bi+ #41 w4 Mos 195 ee tee ff 9 44 inn att 
(44 On Wat i pi 4 | 4 rogers | wit | 
Mar on worn Spores nn Connie 6h. 
fo ro mmtener what the Mort wr and Meer 
*- ws Shot: fo #& $464 aw 7 Tan 
—_— J ©» he ve + {84+ £65 p44 Wt ve 1 oe 
$7! 1 nar bhatnc. 
| | dang gms , wn wer. ny ed, 
thonigh wah ditarramagrnt tt aut frives, 
win the go! COnGcyy an cn0ctrnens ofthe aw) 
ic dad van age ant y this lite 
I gs tear Hare of the Robes tor proedihice. 
Next, fox the Parreres and Frampics 
ti the VVord of Grad hott out ww wm 
Y ou will find them all holy, having the In- 
Inptions of Heaven and Hotmels on 
them. So ut propounds 6 us, for ous 10mg - 
tation, the Exampics, (Fr) Ot Jelus 
Chrilt. Secondly, Ot Huly men, and fuch 
as were Followers of Jelus Chritt. 
1.0f Jeſus Chri!t Soit holds himout to us 
as our great Pattern to imitate. leſhews us 
the ſteps of his Humility, Meeknefs, Pa- 
tience, Obedience, Holinels, Heavenlineſs- 
2. It holds out to us the Examples of 
Holy men, for our imitation, more famous 
G 4 | ig 
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intheir Generation than others, for their 
Faith, Picty.Patience, Holineſs, Zeal,Heb. 
G6. 12: Be ye followers of them who through 
faith and patience inherit thePromiſes.Con. 
ſider, the Scripture propounds to us for 
our example , ſuch as inherit the Promiſes 
of God; the V Vorld propounds ſuch as 
inherit the I hreatnings of God. The 
Word propouids to us for our ex- 
amples, fuch as now are in Heaven, 
The V Vorld propounds ſuch, who (tor 
ought we know jare either in Hell, orin 


have giveny ou 2 brief ſpecimen and view 
of the VVorlds Rulesand Examples,and 
of thoſe of the VVard; 2nd now compare 
them together. and judg which are moſt 
worthy of your contormity. Upon your 
comparing thent together, vou will find 
the rclult tobethis. 
1. Thatthe Rules and F:xamples of the 
V Vordg arc more high, and noble, and exr 
"*.cellcnt, thantholc oft the VVorld : + The 
VVorid's Rules and Examples are low and 
baſe; and a Chriltian debaſeth himſelf in 
conforming to them; they are below a 
$ Chriſtian's Calling,they are below a Chri- 
| ſtian's Spirit, they ate below a Chriſtian's 
"MI Profeſſion, 


| 


| 
| 


the road-way to Hell, Now, Chriſtians, I 


Toon) OY ik 0 I” 
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Profeſſion, they are below a Chriſtian's 
Hope and Rapedleaicn ; and fo muſt needs 
be too low for his conformity and imitatt- 
on, Man is an excellent Creature, he was ' 
made a little lower than the Angels;fo that 
(next to the Angels) he is the moſt no- 
ble of Creatures. And God,that gave Man 
a noble Being, gave himallo a noble Rule 
to live and walk by. As God made not 
man to be his own End, neither did he 
make him to be his own Rule, From whom 
he received his Being, he was to recetve his 
Rule. His Rule was, the Will and Lawoft BN 
his Creator; and herein ſtood his excel- * : 
lency, in conforming to that Rule, When 
man conformed to another Rule, he lot 
his excellency. God made man upright, but 
(as Solomon laith) they have found out many 
inventions. So, God made Man excellent; 
but having found out other Rules to con- 
form to, than thoſe of his Creator, they 
have loſt their excellency. There was.a, 
high and noble Rule, tor a high and noble” 
Creature; and that Rule is, the Rule of F 
the Word, which contains therevealed | 
Will of the Creator, 

2, You will find this, npon comparing 
them together, That the Rules and wie | 

ples Þ 
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ples of the Word are more pure and holy, 
than thoſe of the World. Conlider what 
1s {aid of the Word of God, and what is 
faid of the World : Of the Word of God 
the Scripture ſaith, zt 3s pare, very pure, as 
Goldtryed inthe fire ſeven times. Of the 
World it's ſaid, that hd Ne evil, and 


that it lieth z# wickedneſs. Now, as the 


World is, ſoare its: A pure Word hath 
pure Rules; and an.impure V Vorld muſt 
needs preſcribe impure Rules. The higher 
things are, the purer they are. VVhat is 
Purity, but a freenels trom all Contagion, 
and touch of inferior things? That Gold 
isimpure, that is mixed with droſs; and 
that Face and Garment is defled ,, that is 
ſpotted with dirt. Conlider, things are 
pure ex contatlu ſuperiorum: the higher 
” they arc, and the more heavenly,che more 
pure. And things are impure ex contads 
iwferiorum the lower things are, the more 
I impure, Now, upon this account,the Rules 
and Precepts of the'V V ord mult needs be 
"the pureſt, becauſe they are moſt high, ho- 
Iy, heavenly. There is no ſcoria, no drols 
at alljathcm. And as for the Examplesof 
| the VVord, they are holy and heavenly 
FA - of, 


Word is. fo are its Rules; and as the 


or 
CC 


*gaintt the Examples, and fay, What, was 
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ones, that are propounded to us for our 
conformity and imitation. 


0hj. It's true, ſome may here cxcept a- 


there no droſs in them? Had not the beſt 
Saints their failings and corruptions? Were 
they perfetly pure, without ſtain or blemiſl? 


Anſ. Tothis we anſwer : That the Ex» 
amples and Patterns that the VVord of 
God holds out to us for our imitation, are 
(asItold you before) of rwo forts : thoſe 


1, Ot Jeſus Chriſt. 
2, Of Holy men. 


1. The Example of Jeſus Chriſt Now : 
his Example is without , and beyond all 
exception; it is pertettly pure. 'He hath 
left us his ſtepsto tread inz and upon view*" 
of them it wil never be found that he tro # 
one ſtep awry. He did no ſin , neither. wat'# 
genile found in his mouth. He made this 
challenge to his moſt bitter and obſerving 
Adverfaries , Which of you conwinceth mg | 
of ſin? He was Jeſus Chriit the righte- Þ 


O0H4, 
. 2.48 
\ 
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2. As forthe Examples of Holy men, 
againſt whom the Objection moſt lieth, 
*and of whom it muſt be confeſled . that 
. they had their impurities 3 yet concerning 
them, there is this to be ſaid, 

I. Thatthough they had their impuri- 
ties, yet they had their puricy.(7.e.) lome- 
thing that was precious and excellent. 
They were Gold, though there were ſome 
droſs mixed with it : ſo that (comparative- 
Iy) we may ſay they were pure. The Ex- 
amples of the V Vorld are altogether im- 
pure; they are all droſs, ard no Gold 
mixed with them. They are altogether 

- corrupt, and have nothing of holineſs and 
purity in them. 

2. I iis 1sto be conſidered ,, That God 
in his V Vord, propounding to us the Ex- 
amples of Holy men for our imitation,ſets 
them out to us to be imitated by us in what 
was go0d, not what was evil in them. T he 
oliclt men were in ſome things but men : 
4they.had their black,as well as their bright 
fide. Now the Scripture ſhews us their 
"black fide only for our caution ; but their 
; bright [ide only for our imitation. In the 
# Scripture we lee Saints in their Sins, and in 
F their Graccs; and it isin their Graces only 
| F \ that 


* 


nceds mult it be ſo, when ſuch Rules are ws 
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that they are held forth to us as Patterns 
for our imitation, The great Apoſtle him- 


ſelf bids them to whom he writes, to be * 


followers of him, as he was of Chriſt. VVe 
are toeye Chriſt as our chiefelt Pattern, 
and to conform to the Examples of others, 
asthey are conformable to Jeſus Chrilt, 
Particular Saints, had their particular 
Graces and Excellencies. Thus Abrahane 
was eminent for his Faith, Job for his Pa- 
tlence, Moſes for his Meeknels, David for 
his Zeal; and ſo for the reſt. And in theſe, 
the Scripture propounds them to us asPat- 
terns for our imitatien, in their Excellen- 
cies, not in their Frailties- Thus the Ob. 
jection is anſwered. And now Conſider 
what Rules and Examples are worthy of 
your imitation and conformity. 


34ly, You will find this, upon compa- 
ring them together, That the Rules and 
Examples of the V Vord, have. the great, 
eſt, and beſt, and higheſt approbation;and 
in this they exceed thoſe of the VVorldz 
this I ſhall ſhew you in ſome particulars. 

I. They are approyedof by God him- 
ſelf, who is the Beſt and Greateſt, Aad 


Þ 


*Soo 


94 A NONCONFORMITY 


own making , and fuch Examples of his 
own ſtamping. To theſe God puts his Seal 
' of Approbation: but to thoſe of the 
VVorld, that of his dillike and condem- 
nation. 

2. They arecthoſe Rules and Examples 
that all that are godly approve of: by their 
dillenting from the other, they haveteſt- 
tied their approbation of theſe. Read but 
the 119th 7/alm, and ſee how highly Da- 
vid (peaks torth his approbation of the 
Law, and Teſtimonies, and Precepts of 
God, and how he had choſen the way of 
God's Prece pts. And this godly men have 
done under the greateſt perſecutions and 
affiictions; they have then teſtified their 
high approbation of the ways of God, 
and have not accepted of deliverance up* 
on condition of complying with the (inful 
waysof the VVorld: ſo you read of thoſe 
{uffcrers of old, Heb, x1. what tortures 
' «they endured, and all upon the account of 
20 orevity to the world. 

hey are thoſe Rules and Examples 
that will one day be approved of by all, 
both good and bad. There isa day when 


even wicked men themſelves will vote for . 


them, . 1c 1s not-much to be regarded what 
} | wick- 


» 


—_——_— > A aa & © 


Commanded and Commended. —o05 \ 


wicked men now think or _ of them, 
while they are intheir proſperity, and in 
the hot and eager purſuit of their Luſts; 
Alas! they are not now themſelves; but 
there 1s a day when they will be in cool 
blood, when they wil be themſelves,when 
they wil commend the ways of God, and 
the Examples of thoſe holy ones they once 
condemned; and wil with thev had choſen 


| the way of Abraham, and Waac, and Ja- 


cob, &c. and not of Cain, and Eſau, and 
Iſhmael, and ſuch like. 

4. You will find this, upoa comparing 
theſe Rules and Examples together , That 
thoſe of the V Vord are the ſafelt to con- 
form to. In that conformity , there is a 
ſafety for Eternity. In a conformity to 
thoſe of the world, there is nothing bue 
danger, they are liable to be condemned 
with the world ; there is no ſafety in thoſe 
ways, wherein there is no falvation to be 
found. They that live the life of the 
VVorld, mult expect to periſh with the 
VVorld. The Pſalmiſt faith (Plal.125.5.) 
As for ſuch as turn aſede to crooked paths, |. 
the Lord will lead them forth with the work- |; 
ers of iniquity, (i.e.) God wil deal with 


ſuch, as with wicked men, Solomon cells: | | 


TT. 
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us, ( Prov.to. 9.) He that walks wprightly 
walks ſurely. It isa man's — tothe 
Rulesand Examples of the VVord, that 
ſpeaks him Upright; and in that lieth his 
ſafety tor Eternity. 

5. Upon comparing them, you will find, 
That a conformity to the Rules and Ex- 
amples of the VVord, is that that is moſt 
becoming Chriſtians. V Vhat can more be- 
come a Chriſtian, than to conform to thoſe 
Rulcs and Examples that are moſt Chrilti- 
an and holy, 

1. It becomesnot a Chriftian's Calling. 
He is called trom the world, he 1s called out 
of the world, he is called to be unlike the 
world, heis called to bz an Heir of ano- 
ther world, he is called to begin Heaven 
on Earth; to begin it here in Grace, and to 
enjoy it hereafter in Glory. Now Chriſti- 
ans, How doth a conformity to the world 
agree and fuit with your Calling? Doth it 
* become a man to wallow in the Mire, be- 
{ cauſe a Hog doth lo ? 

_ 2.” Itisunbecoming a Chriſtian's Pro- 
' feſſion. As your Calling is, fo is your Pro- 
* felfion, holy. Do bur refle& upon your 
Baptiſmal-Covenant; Is not the V Varld 
& cnc of thoſe things you promike to forſake 
| and 
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and regounce? And if. ſo, How cat you: ' 


conform toit ? How can you that profeſs | 


yourſelves to be the ſervants of Chiiſtbe' 
the ſervants of ſinful men? How can you 
that profeſs your ſelves to be of the num+ 
ber of thoſe that are redeemed from the 
world, comply with, and conform-to the 
world 2 E 
3. Conformity to the world , 13 unbe- 

coming the Spirit of a Chriſtian. A Chri- 
{tian is to be one of an excellent and pre- 
cious Spirit : And what hath an excetenc 
Spirit todo with baſe and low Rules and 
Examples? Let metell you, there isa ho- 
ly Gallantry Chriſtians ſhould have,which 
ſhould ſet them above ſuch a conformity, 
with the greateſt diſdain and ſcorn.' As | } 
it's ſaid of Caleb, (Numb.14.24.) He had : 


another Spirit. What have holy Spirits to b . 


do with ſinful Rules? And, What have 
heavenly Spirits to do with worldly and *'Þ 
carthly Examples? +4 45:10 

6. Upon comparing 'them ' together, 'F 
you will tind, That a' Conformity to the : 
Rules and Examples of the Word,'is moſt ..; 
Conſolative. There is more comfort in con 
forming tothe Word, than in conforming * 


4 F 
to the: World; What comfort will the 
F H _ thoughts | 


*. 
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thoughts of your. conforming to a ſinful | T 
wicked World, give you? when you come | V 
to lye*on your laſt and dying-beds, What | y: 
comfort will a conformity to the World || ti 
reflet ? Oh that men would conſider what | p! 
will give them peace at the laſt Conſider | bt 
this you covetous Tradeſmen,that uſe falſe | a 
Meaſures and Ballances, and that deal in | ht 
falſe Wares: the ſaying is, Leight Gains Ml 
make an heavy Purſe; but take heed they | tl 
make not an heavy and accuſing Conſci- | w 
ence intheend. It is the way ofthe World | itt 
to get pain any way, but never confider | #« 
what the 1flue will be, whether it will be | y 
conifort and peace at laſt, It was the ſay- | fe 
ing of a worthy Judg of this Nation, to | ts 
* his Son when he wasadying , Sor, Tleave | M 
| you but « ſmall Eſtate, but it was well gotten, | Ct 
. Olrthat men could ſay fo of their Eſtates | 
\ (whether great or ſmall), That they were | tt 
 wel/ gotten! Let the cunning, covetous, | tt 
worldly Tradeſman, know , That hemay | T 


3 -as welt rob a man in his Shop, with a mete- | w 
F Yard; anda pair of Ballances in his hand, | at 
- as a Thief doth with Sword and Piſtolon | Þ 
'F the Roads and although they are not alike } ©: 
FF arraignedat the Barr of Man's Tribunal, | 6, 
"yet they will be alike at the Barr of God's | þ, 


Tribus 


' Tribugal. And as for you prophage ones, 
What, comfort will -the thoughts-of 
your finful pleaſures; dylights, and: vani- 
ties, xefle@ when you.come to dye?. What 
pleafyje will it: then beto you, to remem- 
ber the finful jollities and debaucheriesof 
a fore-palled hfe 2 Know this, that one 

| | hour ſpett jncommunion with Gad, will | 

+ | yeeld a mary more folid comfort, than aff 

7 | the days aman hathſpent inthe Tents of 

- | wickednefþ. Hg ſaid'it , that had proved 


: 
| 
b 


| | 1, Pl 834. 109; 4 day in thy Courts .s bet> 
r | ter than #:4houſand, &c, Andlet me tell 
> | you, A day ſpent in ferving God, andcog- F. 
forming to his Will and Word,doingwhat | 
is well-plealing ir his (ight; will-yeeld 8 | 
e | more comfort than-a thouſand ſpent. in "| 
complying with , and conforming 'to the Þ} ; 
s | ſinful faſhions, pleafures./and examples. of f 
: | the World Nay, Whatd reflections will Þ} | 
, | the choughtpok ſuch a compliancegaule? I - 
7 | That. proud) Cardinal #elſcy,i when he'Y - 
- | was caſhoutof, the fayour of his, Prince, Y}. 
, | and was. under the' apprehenſion of ap- | 
1 | proachingideath, ſaid y If Z had brew 8r }| - 
careful af. ſerving and pleaſing God ,. as. { 
bave bren to ſerve and pleaſe my King 3 ##:; 
bed ut Deol in this wy epifany-. 
BCG, 23. 16 * 
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Andere long meiPwitt wiſh, they had beech 
as carefiil in confotming'to the' will of G'odl 
- revealed:in his Word;:as they hlive been 
ro the avills of men/p and: wwys:2df he 
World; and repene ©f'It when its 
; late. PAs 4134.104 Trent ad ©: 
' 7.) Upon comparing theſe-' together, 
yon wilt find , Thit aiconfotmity-to the 
Rulks ind Examples of the Word, 'is a 
Chriſtians Wiſdom; und thatall-Gorfor- 
Priſt;' tor the ' World 3will at the laſt be 
four bit fools, 'ns the Prophet (Jer.17. 
' 21). faith, He that getteth viehes ; and not 
o right, at his end ſhall be 4 fook 'Coni- 

er who in the end will be 'the' verieſt 


< 
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ColAMiundoTiht Oohmarended. non ff 
and Anjelo; bot alfo By choſe. tha rriow = 
eſtompndiea!] theawFoots. - Lex tme tell 
yon, aW kerts the judgment andropinign 
avicked mennow -concerning Holineſs 
and Holy ones, witlnoep aways be their 
judgment ; they will one day be of ano- 
ther ied. *Now , indeed ,” the wiſdom of 
God js foolofÞniſs' wir pho Sorld; when, i in- 
deed it is the wiſdons of the world that is 
fora; with God: bh the Word'dKf God, 
and the faweatririjles Which it >teſeribes, 4 
isſeen the Wiſdom of GBod:Andthokk mult I 
RICE conford robthaſe. / 


dos the'World'nRaley, 
no he. World's >Wikdan, 
erorars; ebnftirming toxhelMfonid Ioodds |þ 


CRIT ct 'the yard rd ael fach Cate | 
or ns there 
ir hemfelves Foolveo/all Jivikeraloag Þ 
il 56:66 og 9H fiw $01 1:04 bt 1bas% | 
 Newſhaving conipated-alli theſe:to 
oether; tatimes. Wherher the Rules: el 'Þ 
Examples dfÞche Word, or of — 
are molt iworthy-of: your ha | 
Thus much ch the en} | 


2 «6 
«Saiaabes We come next. t0 enquirey 
oy es: ans” moſt obliged and ctigad! 


H 3 2a 
Q \ bd 
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ped taconform, To the Word of; God; 
+ or tothe World,. And here I{bpll put this 
Queſtion to you; viz. To whom you owe 
poſt, whether to God, or the worlds f So C 
muſt ask you twathings: . 44 


I. ' Which hath dove molt for you? 
2. Which = dQ wolt for you? 


I. | Which bach done moſt far yau,Gad 
erthe Varkl? Toe whomoweyau your 
Beings? V V bo created you, \'God. ar the 
| \wortd?: Fhentcil me, to whan) yair awe 
[| your/cooformity? To wham @we-you 
& 11mm gre Wha ſara Baviout 
f antoothe world to _ for you3:and by 
' that deathto purchaſe pardan, aad peace, 
pen ens and eternal 3leation? 
| To whom do you owe- your lives 2: Who 
"endned your ſouls with life, and hath hi- 
therto held: your fouls in life? Q&, whoſe 
{Mercies is it, that you hays ntjt + ere this 
F been conſumed? Isit of tbe;/bojd's Mer- 
| þ £y, or of the World's?. From whom have 
& you had protection and deliverance from 
dangers ? W hoſe Angcls are it that have 

vitch'd their Tents about yous God's, or 
4 E World's? Fram whom dogoncerdre 


| 


, 
'$ 
e 
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all your bleſſings, of health, wealth,foods | 
raiment 2 Is it from God, or the World? | 
See, by this, to which yau owe your con” 
formity. OWE: 

2, Confider which can do molt for yoy. 
W hat can the world do for you? Dothir, 
or can it bid more for ;your conformity, 
than God doth ? As Saw/{aid to his Cour- 
tiers, when he ſaw they were addicted to 
Duvid's Party , Can the Son of Jeſſe give 
you Vineyards, or Olive- yards, &c.,'Sqlet me 
ask you , Can the world give you what 
God can? All that the world can do for 
you, doth but amoynt ,to what.is tempa- Þ 
ral: But canit give you that which is eter» 7% 
nal? Let me tell you, It.is ſo far from do» | 
1ng that, that though it can give aman-Hao- þ 
nour, and Riches, yet it cannot give g man 
Contentment with them 3 much le6 can Þ| 
it give inward comfort , and peace, and || 
aſlurance of Eternal Glory and Happi- | 
ne. All this, God bids for your confors bh 
mity. tohim. And now ſee to which you It 
molt owe your conformity, _ 


Thirdly , VVeare next to enquire , By ft | 
which -you will be moſt a | . 
whether by a copformity ta God, of the | 

—_ woul 
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world? TothislI ave ſpoken largely be- 
fore, when I ſhew'd yowthe Gain and Loſs 
-of Conformity and Nonconformity to the 
world. I ſhall only here put you upon the 
. conliderationof two- things : 


1. Which promiſeth moſt. 
2. Which threatneth moſt. 


1, Which promiſeth moſt, the Word or 


Word, and tell me, whether the World can 
promiſe 'what Godin his Word doth? Can 
Kt promiſe you ,' That by conforming to 
43ts Statutes and Laws, it thall be well with 
| you'and- your children tor 'ever? The 
world cannot promiſe you a long and hap- 
{ ipytife here much leſs can it promiſe you 
1 ernal life and happincſs hereafter. 

2. Conſfider , which threatngth moſt : 
--whole threatnings are molt dreadtul and 
terrible, tholc of theg/ord, or ef the 
E:#orlds It's truc , the world can thunder 


 nctto her: But tcll me, Is that Thunder 
| like, in terror, to that thunder we hear in 


| 3hole that .confarm to a wicked world? 


\ "bh 


the World » Look overthe protniles of the 


{ out threatnings againſt thoſe that conform - 


— — 
py en 


1 the word, and the<threatningsof it,againſt - | 


* 
a ——— — —  ——_— 


| 


* The world can threaten with Boads!and. 


' confider ſerioully of .1t, and tellme'; whes 


Colmmanded'and Commerided. tos j 
Impriſonments, with Fire and Faggot: But 
God threatens with Helt,: andeverlaſting 
burnings, As the Martyr told. the'Perſe. | 
cutor that threamed him with imprifon-'} 
ment, Tu Carcerem:, ite Geh:nnam: Thou 
threatneſt me with a- Priſon; "but God | 
threatens me with Hell. Remember the - 
counſel of our Saviour, Matt.z0:28, Fear |} 
not them which kill the body, | but are 'mot 1} 
able to kill the ſoul 4, but (rather fear him 
which is able to deſtroy both bady and ſoul 
in Hell.” And now you have heardallthis, 


ther the world is worthy your” conform» }; 
ty; or, whether you areat all engaged to. 
conform to the world; or, whether it will i. 
| 
| 


be any advantage to you to: conform te } 
the world, and not rather an infinite difsgſ; 
advantage ? | 2) 4 | 

And thus much for the DireQions in-gew#)/ 
neral; and in theſe Directions are wrapte 
up the Motives to move us to be Nozcom 


forwiſts to this world. 


| 
N 
I ſhall now cloſe all, with givingyou ſors! -} 
particular Directions, as further Meany 
and Helps. againſt Conformity to hi 
world; and that baicfly. Ot 


fk 


ng 
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and remember there is, by nature, ia us a 
ſtron as propenſity to a conformity to the 
world. The world is a tempting, alluring, 
bewitching thing, apt to {teal-away our 
hearts, as.:Abſalom did the hearts of the 
men of Iſrael. It. will court, invite, and 
tempt; it will flatter and fawn, to gain a 
-conformity 3 it hath tempting cules. tempt- 
Ing examples, tempting proticrs,and much 
more, to draw men into a conformity to 
her. Now , Chriftians, you had need 'be 
watchful in this caſe, upon conlidering in 
-What danger you are, to be deluded by the 
eorld ; and that upontwo accounts. 


A You live among thoſe that are of 
- ns world, and therefore apt to be intect- 
{edby them , as Joſeph was by liviag in 
*Pharoat's Court; and Peter, by being in 
| the High-Prieſt's Hall. Rivers partake 
the nature of the ſoil through which 
| they ran; and tt isa difficult thing to live 
inthe world, and not to have atalte of the 
{ fins and corruptions of it. 

| 2, Remember, you have (eventhe beſt) 
remainders of corruption in you. 
re arc : the remainders of (elf, my 


1. Conſider your natural. inclinations, * 


Commendrd end Commended, to7 % 
ſoaloveof worldly Credity, of outward © 
Eaſe, of worldly Enjoymentsy and theſe | 
will be as a Byasto the Bowl, which wall | 
encline- you toward the world, and a con+ 
formity to it. fre1 


2+ .That you-may be Nonconformiſts to | 
this world, Grow and encreaſle in love ta 
Jeſus Chriſt. The: more we love Jeſus 
Chriſt, the leſswe& {ball love the world, 
Any ſinkul compliance with the world, ar» 
| gueseither. np love; or little love ___ 
Chriſt, Love is the great worker of imi- 
tation, as Hatred is of averſation. Thaſe- 
that love Jeſus Chriſt, will live-to Jes ; 
ſus Chriſts and will he ſuck towhom the ! 
world is ctucif'd,and they untothe world: * 
Such will ſay as St. Paw! did, To aw to live, ij 
& Chriſs., Jeſus Chriſt will be che 4&-of * 
| their lives; allthe Rule, andallthe End $ 
of their living. - 21 Wes 2 
3+ That you may be Noweonformiſts te 
the world,. Meditate much of Chriſts: 
love to you; by that you will come toF. 
know, you owe all your conformity tq\, - 
Him, Right thoughts of this, will cauſe 
the world to be crucified to you, and you © 
to the woxld; that neither the wor 
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” ſhall care for /you; noblyou forvfeyl £ © 
" &. Remember whertrChiittiso Heiig 
; no«more In this world pre veſpett of his 
=. corporal Prelencey' he. 4s alcendegiijato 
+ Heaven; he is there preparingo Mantivns 
* forhis: he hath lett you ſteps on earth, in 
Which you are to'treaq;andin whith you 
' are to: follow hinv,'>&: you: Uchiecre tbe 
where: he is. So thavy this! cotificitied,, 2 
conformity tothe wotldeanmberer £bafilt 
- with aChriſtian's' amb bing! with 
; Chriſtheveatter;.and rovbthwid: his glory: 
. He now-being in blepvea, :indrakving the 
j hearts andiatiedtions off thofe. tip 16 Him; 
- who are td be forever withtiimz! 3.4 
.. © 5.” Beech inſcarthing the Setiptures! 
* where you may, riew:,'as che! Rules yoh 
are toxwalk by;'fo ch&cxamples \ you are to 
Smkaces you wilt thore have Glalles, by 
Sanbichi yeulute to drefs your felves :: you 
Fill there find the pure example of -him 
pho wayihuly., undefiled', without. ſpot 
mpd blemiſh , vis. Jeſus Chriſt: You 
ut there find the Examples: of - ho- 
y men, who were: Nonconformiſts to the 
{men of their generation. 
x62 Be much in prayer, That God would 
detiver You trom this prelent evil world 
ly 'Þ  . That 


— OO KA —_ nm. dtd 


| are, as where you ſhoptly-mult be. In eve» 


converted and Eopwended,, 109 3 
Ebatyyou may, not hefjed into-temptationz 
but+ may be delivered;from:thepvilot it, | 
Prhy,,that: God would garry.,you above” 
the world; and;over/all the good and evil 
of it, without beipg infected or hyrt by it; .” 

7, Remember what your condition. ig 
this worldis; If yoo profeſs your ſelves 
Chriſtians; then you profeſs your ſelves to | 
be ſtrangers and{pilgrims in the world: 
and a conformity 9th; world ,; cannat 
conſiſt with ſuch a,prateſſion. What have 
ſtrangers to. do witha conformity: to that 
place, through whieh they paſs only as 
travellers, and where they lodg only as 
pil ims.? or off } © OS 
.  $;-Remember,z you are: for Eternity ,2þ, 
and that-you. live; upon the borders, of ut, - -{ 
Think not. fo ,mych;where, at pre ou i 


ry Cdnfoteiſi to this world, there is a. for # 
getfulneſs of Eternity. How can tho® 4 
that think of an' Eternal world. that is 
drawing.near to jhem, and they toit,give 
up themſelves to a conformity ta a, world 4 - 
that is: palling away ?. Remember, Erer= 1 
hity gow cal's ox you, and, will ſhonly.call F - 
fer you. EET | 
1-9. Kncreaſc in Self-deoyal, It is the 
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* 6 $a x. x43 : 
” tio 4A No ncowrolmmr 
- felt-denying Chriſtian, that'is the Nowcod- 
forming Chriſtian to the world. Such 4 
Chriſtian will regard neither the world's 
tavours, nor the world's frowns. Such a 
Chriſtian will ſay as Lather did ," T deſpiſe 
both the world's favonr, and the world's 
Fary. The (clf-denying Chriſtian 1s one 
whom the world may both flatter and 
frown on; but he ſtands like an immo- 
 vable Rock, not ſhaken by either. 
219. Encreaſe it the mortification of 
our worldly luſts. Not mortrfying theſe, 
> hath reduced ſome to a conformity tothe 
- world, who ſeemed to have eſcaped the 
{” pollutions of it : This was the undoing of 
+ «Demas , who forſook both his Miniſtry, 
- and the fellowſhip of St. Paxl, toembrace 
this preſent worlds and'( as fome are of 
; opinion) became an Idol-Prieſt at Theſs- 
& lorica, upon the account of filthy ucre, 
& and worldly gain. | 
E rt. Strengthen Faith , whereby you 
© Will be ſtrengthened to overcome this 


[{4(1 John 5.4.) 75 55 the viffory whereby we 
{| $overcome this world, even owr faith. It will 
make us couragious to out-face & ſinful. 


- 
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}[---preſencevil- world. The Apoſtle tells us; | 


world, & is the evidence of things -dot 
TRPI'Y | . ſeen, 
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Commanded and Commended. 1 
ſeen, Heb. 11.x. and will work in us a con» 

tempt of the things that are ſeen. It will } 
be the eye, by which, with 4/ſes, we ſhall 

ſee him that is Inviſible,and therby keep us .: 
from a conforming to a viſible world, upon i 
greateſt temptations, though they be the + 
pleaſures and promotions of a Pharoed's : 
Court. The more faith, the leſs fear3and 
it is baſe fear and cowardile, that often be- |! 
trays to a ſinful compliance with,and-con- 

formity tothe world. The more believing 

Chriſtians are, the leſs conforming they are 
to this world. To cloſeall, let me mind 

you of what the Lord ſpeaks to Jere- 
#»iah, and that I ſay toall Chriſtians cons / 
cerning complying with, and conforming 4; 
to the world, Jer. 19. 19. get thus | 
faith the Lord, If thou returz, then will I }- 
bring thee again, andihox ſhalt land. be= | 
fore me © And if thoutake forth the precis 
0u5 from the vile , thou ſhalt be as my month. 
Let them return unto thee, but return not 
thou unto them. 


FINIS. 


v7 © mmG6Qcy. Wo ws 


FAY 


7 AD : 


% 


«a 
. 


+. 


